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measure prevents similar things heing done hy
others.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOX: [
move—
That the further consideration of Clause
29 be postponed until after consideration of
the second schedule.

Motion put and passed.

Clauses 30 to 33—agreed to.

New clause :

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: [ move—

That & new clause, to stand as Clause 34, be
added as follows: ** The provisions of this Act
shall apply only to the metropolitan ares. ™

The need for such legislation may be felt in Perth
and Fremantle, but not in the outside districts.
At the present time, there are no architects
on the eastern goldﬁelds so that the Bill is not
required for their protection. If building
operations are required in the outer parts, there
is nothing to prevent architects in the metrop-
poliian area being engaged to do the necessary
work.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tt
would be & great mistake to agree to the new
clauge. It would mean that people comnected
with the architectural profession in the country
districts would have no opportunity of qualifying
to be a registered architeet. There must be
gome puch persons in the country districts.

Hon, A, J. H. Saw: There must be soms
in Bunbury and other places like that.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I support the new
clause, but I think ** metropolitan ares ’ should
be clearly defined, because factories and other
such buildings are extending out from the city
sreas, and provision ehould be made to cover
them.

Hon, 4. A. GREIG: The new clause is &
reasonable one, and there is nothing to prevent
people in the country districts interested in this
profession from carrying out operations and
finally becoming registered should they so degire,

New clause put and a division taken with the
following result:-—

Ayes ... - 11
Noes ... ki
Majority for 4
AYEB.
Hon, J. Cornell Hon. J, Mila
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. T. Moore
Hon. J. A. Grelg Hoo. A. H. Panton
Hon, J. W, Hickey Hon, H. Btewart
Hon, J. W. Kirwao Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon, A. Lovekin (Teller.)
NoEes.
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hen. F. E. §. Willmott
Houn. J. Nicholson Hon. 5ir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon, E. Rose Hon. C. McKenzie
Hon. A. J. H. Saw (Teller.)

New Clause thus passed.
Schedules—agreed to.
Progress reported.

+ House adjourned I11-32 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-, and read prayers,

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
POLITAN AREA,

Captain CARTER asked the Minister for
Works: In view of the increasing aud, in
some cases, utter disability under which peo-
ple living on the higher levels of the city
are suffering in regard to water supply, whei
is it his intention to plaec restrietions upon
the general supply of water to the ¢ity and
suburbs?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
As soen as the administration are satisfled
it is wmecessary to do so.

METRO-

QUESTION—EURRAWANG FIREWQOD
COMPANY, NEW CUTTING RIGHTS.
Hon, P. COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will he lay on the Table of
the House the file relating to the applicatisa
of the Kurrawang Firewood Company for
the cutting rights in the new area South-
West of Coolgardie, and also the file dealing
with the same eompany’s apphcatwn to con-
struet a wood line to the locality in ques-
tion.

The PREMIER replied: I have no objec-
tion to the production of these papers.

SELEC‘T COMMITTEE—WAR GRATUITY
BONDS.

Presentation of Report.

Mr. Wilson brought up the report. of the
select committee appomted to inquire into
the transactions in conpection with War
Gratuity Bonds.

Report received and read and ordered to
be printed.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Permanent Reserves (No. 2).
2, Land Agents.

Transmitted to the Counecil
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BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
In Committee.

Hesumed from the previons day; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair, the Premier in charge
of the Bill

Postponed Clause 7—Acquisition of land:

The CHAIRMAN: At the previows sit-
ting the Premier moved the following
amendment—

Strike out all words after ‘‘based’’ in
line 1 of Subelause (3) down to ‘‘1893,*’
in line 5, and insert the following in lien
thereof:—¢* (a) On the unimproved value
of the land which shall be deemed to be
the amount at which the unimproved value
is assessed for time being under the Land
and Income Tax Assessment Act, 1907,
with ten per centwm ndded thereto; and
{b) On the fair value of the improvements
agsessed at the added vilve given to the
land tor the time being by rcason of sueh
improvements; to be agreed upen between
the owner and apy mortgagee or auy other
person having any interest in the land and
the Board, or determined by arbitration
under the Arbitration Aet, 1903.°7

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1 hope the Premier
will acrept a proviso as follows, which 1T
propose to move as an amendment to para-
graph (a) of his amendment—

Provided that this scetion shall net ap-
ply until due date of 1922 land tax re-
turn.

My objeet is to he fair and jwst to those
people who may have been sending in a reas-
onable valuation for their land. Tt is quite
possible that if some land owners had known
that their property was likely to lLe taken
at the valuation they showed on their returns,
they would have put in a mueh higher valna-
tion on which they would have heen pre-
pared to pay taxation. T hope the Premier
will agree to ald a proviso such as I sug-
gest.

Mr, MUXSIE: What is the Premier’s in-

tention in connection with the proviso which-

is attached to the clause at the present time?

The PREMIER: The proviso referred to
ounly applies to a distribution of the maoney,
There may be claims against compensation,
such as mortgages and so forth, and in the
event of a dispute, the money will be paid
into court and distribated in accordance with
the Aetf.

Mr. PICKERING: Members should have
some indication as to what it is proposed to
insért in Tieu of the words to be struck out.
It may be that some other form of taxation
is to be imposed. Infermation of that sort
will help us to decide onr attitude regarding
the amendment. People have already put
jn their unimproved land values for taxa-
tion purposes, but when they did so they
did mot know that their returns would he
used as a lever against them.

Hon. W. . Angwin: I presume they put
in a fair price.

My, PICKERING: But if they bad known
that such a proposal as this would have been
made, they might have put in a higher valo-
ation, :

Hon. P. Collier: Are you charging all land
owners with being dishonest?

Mr, Johnston: Ne, but there is a sentimen-
tal attachment to homes in the ecountry
which has to be taken into consideration.

Mr. PICKERING: Probably the great
majority of pegple owning properties have
not ipeluded in their returns a valvation re-
presenting the figure at which they would be
prepared to sell their land. We should make
provision for amended veturus to be put in.

Hon, P. Collier: Tn order to protect (is-
honesty!

Mr, Johnston: XNothing of the kind.

Mr. PICKERING: T suppose the member
for Boulder has put in & veturn at a figure
which is not what he would expect to receive,

Hon. P. Collier: I put in more than the
property is likely to yield.

My, PICKERING: The position of small
propefties is slightly different frowm that af-
feeting large aveas. Jn view of the passing’
of such a measure, an opportunity should be
given to land owners to submit amendad
values which would represent the value upon
which they were prepaved to pay ivereased
taxation, in view of the Bill. By that means,
we would get something like the fair value
of the properties. The Premier should agree
to the insertion of a provise to that effeet.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The point that appeals
te me is that unless the Premicr is prepared
to aceept a proviso such as that outlined,
some members might prefer the elanse as it
stands. T o not consider the position from
the standpeoint of whether or not a land-
owner has been paying taxation on what he
has put in as a fair and rensonable valuation,
T congider it from the standpoint of people
who have been on their properties for 30 or
40 vears and have developed a sentimental at-
tnchment for their homes. Particularly does
this apply in the South-Western portions of
the State, where people have been born on
their properties and have no desire to go else-
where.  Tn some instances, this land was
selected over 20 or 30 years age, and for
vears they have worked to overcome the poison
diffienlty. T distrust any valwation which
would be given for work done over a- number
of years in the eradication of poison.

Hen. W. C. Argwin: The valnation weuld
he arrived at by arbitratien.

Mr. TOHNXSTON: That is the valuation 1
distrust. This provision Fl " ipply to land
which is used for grazing purposes and the
production of remarkably fine wool

Mr. Munsie: Then the Bill will not apply
to it.

Mr. JOHNSTQXN: But the board might
say that the land eould be put to hetter
use for closer settlement purposes. Arbifra-
tion is not likély to give the. sctiler a fair
valuation for the work done in getting rid of
poiren over a period of 20 years or so.
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Mr, WILLCOCK: The member for Wil
liams-Narrogin has attacked the whele prin-
ciple of the Bill, which is to take over estates
whieh have been held up for years without be-
ing properly used. Tt seeks to attack the very
land the hon. member has been speaking
about, land where only a few sheep are run
and which has been held up for 40 eor 50
years

The Premier:
improved land.

Mr, WILLCOCK: It edn be construed to
mean that it dees apply, because of the very
wide construction to be placed upon the term
“‘partially improved.’’ It has been sug-
gested that a man should be allowed to re-
tain his property for his children. Are we to
hold up the development of Western Austra-
lia until such time as a man’s family has
grown up. Some of these people are not mar-
ried yet; it is a ridiculous suggestion. Tak:
the ease of Kendenup, If the Hassell family
liked to run a few shesp over their estate,
because of sentimental reasons, Kendennp

‘would not have been possible. Are the in-
terests of the State to be sacrificed to that
of the individval? I support the clause and
object to the proviso suggested.

The PREMIER: The Bill applies to free-
hold land only and nd which is unutilired
and unproductive. It does not apply to land
sitch as that suggested by the member for
Williams-Narrogin,  Land which is being
fairly uwsed cannot come under the Bill,

Mr, Mann: Will the Bill affeet a property
snch as Edgar’s at Gingin, where he goes in
for stud stoek?

The PREMTER: If the property is utilised,
the Bill will not apply.

Hon, P. Collier: TIn that case, the land is
heing put to good use.

The PREMIER: Of course. The Bill only
applies to the fair unimproved value of un-
utilised and unproduetive land, for taxation
purposes,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: TYour friends are
afraid they have not put in a fair value for
their land.

The PREMIER: T do not see that there
is any danger whatever about this clawse. All
that a man has to do is to bring his land into
use,

Mr. Mann: Suppose a man came along
and said that the Dandarragan estate. for
instance, ecould be utilised for the purpose of
growing wheat; would it be obligatory on the
owner of the property to ent it up so that
it might be wsed for wheat growing?

The PREMIER: This House does not ex-
pect 2 man to plough, sow and reap every
acre he possesses. The House does expect
that a man will deal fairly with the land
which he holds.

The CHATRMAN: 1 will pot the amend-
ment in sections, The first amendment s,
That all thg words after **based’’ in line 1
be strick out for the purpose of inserting
other words.

The Bill does not apply to
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Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 38
Noes .. .s .. 10
Majority for . .. 22
AYES.
Mr. Angwin . Sir Sames Mitehell
Mr. Boylatd Mr. Money
Mr. Broun Mr. Munsie
Mr. Carter Mr. Richardson
Mr. Chesson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Colller Mr. Simons
Mr. Corboy Mr. J. H, Smith
Mrs, Cowan Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Davles Mr, Teesdale

Mr, Gibson Mr. J. Thomson

Mr. Heron Mr, Troy

Mr. Lambert Mr. Underwood

Mr. Lutey Mr. Walker

Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Willeock

Mr. Mann Mr. Wilzon

Mr. McCallum Mr. Mullany
(Teller.)

NoEs.

Mr. Abngelo Mr. Johnston

Mr. Denton Mr. C. C. Maley

Mr. Durack Mr. Pickering

Mr. Harrison Mr. A. Thomson

Mr. Hickmott Mr, Plesse
(Teiler.y

Amendment thos passed.

The PREMIER: I move—

That the following paragraph be in-
serted in lien of the words struck out:—
‘“(a) On the unimproved wvalue of the
land which shall be deemed to be the
amounnt at which the unimproved value
is assessed for time being under the Land
and TIncome Tax Asgessment Act, 1907,
with ten per centum added thereto; and’’

Mr. A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following provise be added io
the paragraph:-—‘Provided that this
section shall not apply until the due date
of the 1922 land tax returns,’”

The land and income tax returns have been
sent in without any knowledge of the pro-
rosal to submit legislation of this deserip-
tion, and those of us whe have a personal
knowledge of taxation in the country dis-
tricts are aware that road hoard valuations
are taken, and that there is a great diver-
sity of opinion as teo what is the real value.
The road board valuers have a syvstem of
their own, and it wounld only be fair apd
just to those people who may think their
land is going to be confiscated under these
provisions, to add the proviso I suggest.
There are two outlets. A man may eon-
tinue in possession of his land by paying
three times the tax, or he may subdivide
his land and sell it. But it is possible that
there may be people on whom the imposi-
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tion of the threefold tax would amount to
a severe penalty.

Mr. Willeock: Not if it is under-valued.

Mr. A, THOMSON : The hon. member
wants to get it under its value,

Mr. Willeock: Not at all.

Mr. A. THOMSON: All that we want is
the value, but we must take into considera-
tion that we place in the hands of the Gov-
ernment the power to take away from the
people that which they regard as their own.
A man may possibly have a large estate, in
regard to which years of experiemce have
proved that it coniains portions which it
will not pay to crop.

The Premier: Nor will anyone else, then,
think of cropping it.

Mr. A THOMSON: The board will have
pewer to say that that land is not being
properly wutilised. 1t is & reasomable re-
quest to make that this legislation shall
not apply until the people have had an
opportunity, if neeessary—I do not say it
is necessary-—of coming under this Aect.

The PREMIER: The amendment on the
amendment will mean that any land owmer
will be able to put what valuation he likes
on his land in 1922, In New Zealand power
is given to the land owner to have his
agsesgment increased, and the Registrar has
power to apply to have an assessmeni de-
creased.

Mr. A. Thomson:
provigion?

The PREMIER: If we give to owners
notice of iLhis description to put up their
valuations, they will do so and the measure
will become a dead letter. If Jand is being
put to reasonable use, it will not come
under this measure. Nobody wishes owners
to put more than a fair value on their land.

Hon. P. Collier: Are they really likely
to err on the side of generosity?

The PREMIER: It would be necessary
to further amend my proposal to meet cases
in which the valuation is put up after this
Year.

Mr. A. Thomson: Adopt the New Zealand
provigion and I will be satisfied. Give the
owner an opportunity to inerease his valua-
tion and the board power to deerease a
valuation.

The PREMIER: I can see that that ought
to be done

Mr. A. Thomson: I will accept that.

The PREMIER: Otherwise the value of
land will be put up, and we shall find un-
improved land paying a very much higher
tax than improved and better land along-
side it. I ask that progress be reported to
enable me to look furtber into the question.

Why not adopt that

Progress reported.

BILL—INSPECTION OF MACHINERY.
Couneil’s amendments,
Report of Committee adopted.
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Reasons for disagreeing to 12 amend-
ments and for agreeing to six ammendments
subject to modifications adopted, and a Mes-
sage accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANE ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previcus day.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bonlder) [5.30]: Since
the Premier moved this Bill last night, I
have lgoked into its provisions, and I see
no chjection to its being passed. After all,
the proposal to give power to the Trustees
of the Agricnltural Bank to erect bank
premises in different localities, and also to
crect residences for officers of the bank,
is one to which no exeception could be taken.
The trustees of the bank, by and large,
have conserved its interests very well; and
this power is a permissive one. I do not
suppose there will be any considerable ex-
penditure under the heading. As for the
last clause of the Bill, now that we have
embarked on a policy of group settlement
in the South-West, T suppose that work will
be assisted if the trustees are able to ad-
vance, prior to seleetiom, for the purpose
of preparing lands. Clause 4, therefore,
certainly commends itself to my judgment;
and no doubt it will be pleasing to the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering), who
has very often complained that Government
assistance from either the Agrienltural
Lank or the Industries Assistance Board is
scldom available for the development of
the South-West. This group settiement
would take place prineipally in the South-
Western portion of the State, and the hon.
member may look forward to the expendi-
tnre of increased amounts of the bank’s
funds in his district.

Mr., JOHNSTON (Williams- Narrogin)
15.33}: I support the Bill, At present there
are Agricoltural Bank inspectors carrying
out very important duties, connected with
the expenditure of thousands of pounds of
the State’s money, living in hessian houses.
These inspectors are stationed all through
new districts, where settlement is proceed-
ing; and in most of those districts no
houses are to let. The inspectors, owing to
the meagre salaries paid them, have not the
funds with which to buy residences, or
build them, for themselves and their
families. e e

My, Munsie; Why do they not ¢come under
the Workers’ Homes Act?

Mr. JOHNSTON: They cannot do that;
and, even if they could, why should an in-
spector take the responsibility of building
a house which must be utilised by his de-
partmental suecessor if he himself leaves
the distriet? These inspectors are trans-
ferred from time to time. Their work is
likely to go on for many years, because
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yirg of their duty is to supervise the opera-
ttuss of returned soldiers who have been
settled on the lJand. I am glad to koow it
i~ proposed that the bapk’s funds shall be
avanilable for group settlement. We saw
something of that during our trip through
the South-West, and I am sure all hon.
members who made that trip will agree that
it is unecessary Agricultural Bank funds
should be available for the furthering of
group settlement.

AMr, PICKERIXG (Sussex) [3.36]: Clause
4 of the Bill has my cordial support aud ap-
proval, because I have all aloug been a strong
advocate of assistance to group setilement,
more cspecially in the South-West. Accord-
ingly, I welcome the clause in question, more
espeeially because, as the Leader of the Op-
position has said, the amount of Agricultural
Bank funds so far advanced in the South-
West is so small. Clause 2, however, pro-
posing utilisation of the bank’s funds for
huilding purposes, seems to me a different
propesition altogether, My impression is that
to-day the bank’s capital is not as large as
i* should be in order that operations may
continue satisfactorily,

The Premier: 1 (lid not say that.

Mr. PICKERING: T have very goml
grounds for saying it. I have heard rumours
of a contemplated increase in the bank’s

eapital. If that is contemplated, it is proof
that the funds now at the bank’s disposal
are not adequate for its operations. 1 agree
that the capital should be increased; we want
more and more money for the purposes for
which the hank was established. It was not,
however, estahlished with a view to huilding
bank premises, or premises for its officials;
and T do not observe in Clause 4 any pro-
vision for the payment of rent by the in-
spectors, 1s it propesed to give them dwel-
lings in addition to the salaries already allo-
eoted to them!?

Tha Premier: Noo

AMr. Jolmston: The clause says that the
money so applied shall be chargeable with
interest and with contributions towards re-
demption. ’

Mr. PICKERING: But that does not mean
that the officers shall pay rent. My conten-
tion is that the Agienltural Bank counld cb-
ain accommodation for its ofticers by wutilis-
ing, for instance, agricultural halls, and simi-
lar buiklings.

The Premier: You are quite wreng there,,

Mr, PICKERING: Many of these instito-
ticng have special rooms attached to them,
and a portion of the building might be taken
for this particular purpose. To me it srems
inadvisable to start boilding elaborate agri-
eultural bank offices threughout the varions
¢ ntres  coneernel;  and doubtless Narrogin
i: one of them, which would explain the
strong advocacy of thig vlause by the mem-
ler tor Willilams-Narrogin {Mr. Johnston),
T am quite ont of sympathy with the clause,
and [ sincerely hope the Premier will not
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diverf the funds of which such gouwld tse can
be made for the bank's special purpe-vs into
a direction which is, T submit, uncailed for.
Personally, T fail to see why the bank s offi-
vers should not avail themsclves of the pro-
visiuns of the Workers® Homes Act. It s
ridicnlous te say that they cannot (o -o.

Mr. A, Thomson: They are very liale to
hie transferred.

AMr. PICKERING: T do not think -o.

Mrs, Cowan: Yes, they are.

Mr. PICKERING: No doubt the wember
for West Perth has a wide knowleduae of tha
operations of the Agrieultural Bank, and is
fully acquainted with the locale of the bank's
various officers; but I have known officers of
the Agriculural Bank 1o be in one particulur
town for many years. I could give personal
instances.

Mr. A, Thomson: I eonld give many in-
stances where these officers have been fre-
quently transferred.

Mr, PICKERING: If these officers availed
themselves of the provisions of the Workers’
Homes Act, that might be an inducement to
the Government to keép them iun their par-
ticular localities.

Hon, P, Collier: It may serve the interests
ot the bank to transfer officers,

Alr, PICEERING: Possibly; but, gener-
ally speaking, an officer is likely to he most
useful in the district with which he is most
familiar.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon. member might
argue that the bank should not ereet liomes
for these ofticers; but he cannot reasonably
centend that the officers shonld eome in under
the Workers’ Homes Act, because a man
munst have a considerable degree of certainty
for many years ahead before he is safe in
establishing a home under that Aet.

Mr, PICKERING : 1 have known officers to
remain in the same district for many years;
and I have no doubt that they carry on their
iduties quite satisfactorily, For instance, Mr.
5t. Barbe Moore was in Busselton for ten or
twelve years.

Mr. Jobnston: But there are plenty of
empty houses in Busselton.

Mr. PICKERING: There is not one empty
house in Bussclton, and I defy the member
for Williams-Narrogin to prove it. Let that
hon. member try to get a house in Bussclton
during the summer, and see what chance he
has. Whilst I endorse the proposal to extend
Agricnltural Bank advances on proper lines,
I must oppose the clauses referring to huild-

ing operations.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN (Katanning) [5.43]:
I am rather surprised at the statements made
by the last speaker. I do not think the
hon. member can be conversant with the con-
ditions under which numbers of our Aavi-
cultural Bank inspectors have to live. Those
officers have no security of tenure, anid there-
fore it is not a fair demand that they should
establish homes for themselves under the
provisions of the Workevs’ Homes Aet, That
Art is not available to a man who has no
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knowledge to-day that he may not be tvans
ferred to-morrow. I sympathise with the
wishes of the Agricultural Bank Trustees in
this comnection, and I appreciate the motive
whith actuated the Premier in bringing for-
ward the proposal. He realises the difficolty
of getting good officers to remain in a district
where they cannot secure comfortable liv-
ing eonditions, It is a rcasonable charge fo
place on the bank for its premises and also
for the honsing of its staff where deemed
necessary, Of course, in places like Bussel-
ton, Geraldton or Katanning, men can get
decent houses, and so the bank would net
dream of erécting homes for them. When
we go out into the new areas where there
is no accommodation at all, it is very differ-
en. A bank inspector handling documents
which mean thousands of pounds to the bank
ought to be provided with decent office ac-
commodation.  Private banks furnish suit-
able accommodation for their managers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are different
altegether.

Mr. A, THOMSON: It may be so, but I
think this is a reasonable charge to make
against the funds of the bank. Surely de-
cent offices should be provided for those men
located in outhack distriets. Men so sito-
ated should not be asked to erect workers’
homes, for if they wera transferred to an-
other district and had to sell their homes.
possibly they would not get anything like
~a fair value for them, I congratulate the
Premier on Clause 4, which is a step in the
right direction, particularly in respeet of
group settlement. I should like to see areas
specially set aside, so that our immigration
officers at Home, when addressing prospec-
tive emijgrants, would be able to say that
if 30 or 40 of them from one district decided
to emigrate, they could be settled in a group
in Western Australia. I commend the Pre-
mier for having brought down this provision,
and I trust it will meet with the approval
of the House.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [548]: 1
will oppose Claunse 2, for I see in it notbing
but a loophole for the spending of money on
buiklings. Ne restriction is placed on the
class of house to be erected.

Hon. P, Collier: If it is for a Government
official, it will have to be palatial.

Mr. Munsie: And the firgt will be built
in the Williams-Narrogin distriet.

Mr. TEESDALE: And the bank will have
at Williama-Narrogin an  expensive office,
merely for a couple of fellows te sit in and
write their letters.
are supposed to be studying every shilling;
vet, as I say, the clause will leave a wide
leophole for inereased expenditure. Tt is a
slovenly sort of clause and will admit any-
thing. We shall have costly places built,
for we caunot expe:t a Government official
to live in a four-roomed cottage. I have
come in econtact with a few of these men.
Bome of them are never at home. Why
should we build an expensive house for a

This is a time when we.
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man who is never near bhis base? For four
months have 1 and some others been trying
to get a message to a vertain ingpector, Ap-
parcetly he has fallen threugh a erack, for
we cannot find him. But even this man mnst
have provided for him a magnificent home,
because Bill Jones has one: and Lefore we
khow where we are we shall have an ex-
peuditure of £20,000 under this clause. The
member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Johu-
ston) will have a good whack of it. So long
as he can get a few more buildings in his
pet town, he <does not eare a rap about the
faet that the Government are pushed for

money.

Mr. Johnston : T object to wild west
shows!

Mr. TEESDALE: And I object to any

more Government buildings being ereeted in
Narrogin. We want to see that every shil-
ling spent is spent on the men on the farms,
and not on Government oftices and houses
for the staff,

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [5.50): TFor
once L find myself supporting the remarks of
the member who has Just sat down. I ap-
prove of the Bill so far as it provides for
the funds of the bank being applied to group
settiement in the South-West, but T am op-
posed to the provision sanctioning the ex-
penditure of money on the crection of Gow-
ernment offices and homes for the staff. One
could imagine the Premier of a prosperous
State bringing in legislation of this charae-
ter, but it is ineomprehensible in the Premier
of a hard-up State like this, with a deficit
of nearly £6,000,000. The Premier says it
is unfair that peeple should have to live in
the bush. But the"public servant has no more
right to have a house provided for him than
kas a miner or a railway man.

Mr. Teesdale: Oh, yes, he is far superior!

Mr, Mann: The railway men have quarters
all over the couatry.

Mr, TROY: Yes, quarters built of rail-
way sleepers.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Some of them are
in fine stone houses.

My, TROY: This country had any amount
of money to spend when those houses were
erected. Tt is very different to-day. Take
the man who goes into the bush to make a
farm; how does he and his family live?
Again, when a mine eloses down, the mine-s
have to tramp to another loeality and start
all over again. 1 am opposed to the spending
of money on offices and homes for publie
servants. Where do those people reside nowf
Mr. Joshua Mills, a member of another place,
was Government officer at Geraldton for
many years, until he resigred, In my opinion
the Government should make such positions
permanent. Western Australia is a country
of preat distances, and its soils and farming
conditions present many diversities. The
more knowledge an officer has of his dis-
trict, the more valuable are his services,

Mr. MacCallum Smith: He gets rusty if
left in the onme distriet.
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Mr. TROY: XNothing of the sort. An
ofticer living in a distriet for a long time has
a better chance of knowing that distriet. It
is to the interests of the department to re-
tuin caen ullicer in the vbe disteici for u
lengthy peried, for then he gets to know, not
cnly the soil and conditions of the distriet,
but the residents themselves, which is import-
ant from the standpoint of the bank. How-
ever T will oppose this partieular provision
in the Bill, because this is not a time for
the spending of money in this way.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.55]: No doubt the reason why the
Agricultural Bank trustees econdescended to
L:ing down a report this year was that they
wanted an amendment of the Aet. We have
received their report this year for the first
time in four years, and that report is not
very satisfactory, because it shows there has
been a considerable logs during the past year,
and that a large number of farms are still on
the bank’s hands.

The Premier: Not farms.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, farms, and
they are counted in as assets. The trustees
have not shown that they are as eareful with
the State’s money as in all probability they
would be with the money of a private com-
pany. We require to be chary of extending
the powers of the trustees. If I mistake
not, the full amount which the Agricultural
Bank is permitted to advance is £2,000, Yet
I see that the trustees have been advancing
to butter factories over three times the mini-
muam amount provided for in the Act.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: To the Busselton
butter factory? .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, not the factory
at Busselton. Under the Act the Agrieultural
Bank trustees are net permitted to advance
more than £2,000 to one borrower, no matter
what the seeurity. Yet in one instance they
have advaneed £5,000 and in another £7,000,
to butter factories. I mention this in sup-
port of the contention that we require to be
careful as to what powers we give these trus-
tees, especially since they will not furnish
a report until they are forced to do so. They
have in their control nearly six millions of
money, and they are ready to overstep the
powers vested in them by Parliament.

Mr. A. Thomson: They have done good
work.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Anyone can do good
work with plenty of meney behind him. The
trouble is to do good work without money.
That is the difference between the Govern-
ment and the Agrifultural Bank: the bank
has merely to draw ns much as it requires,
whereas the Government have to walk warily
in respect of finance. TUnder the Bill the
Agricultural Bank, without the consent of
Parliament, would bhe able to purchase an
elaborate building for offices in St. George's-
terrace. .

The Premier: Oh, well, cat it out if that
is what you think.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The Premier need
not get vexed. The Bill does not confine
the expenditure to ecountry homes, In the
Estimates of the Agricultural Bank it is
grueruily fowwl thal e oxpenditure is made
to balance the revenue, and se there is no-
thing which Parliament can diseuss. Mem-
bers have to discuss the matter on the general
discussion upon the Estimates, and they can-
not touch the items. The Chairman of Com-
mittees will tell them there is no vote. This
has been dJdone lefore, We can critivise the
trustecs, but have no power to strike out any
item because there is nothing to strike out,
Jt is loan money that the trustees spend, and
this is not on the Estimates. The funds pro-
vided by Parliament cannot be controlled
by Parliament. Homes may be required in
the country; I do not say they are not, We
have no less than 6B inspectors who are all
in the eountry.

Mr. Mann: Four or five of them are trav-
elling inspectors. Ownly one of them is sta-
tionary, and four of them have distriets.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Does the hon, mem-
ber mean that hc wants to build for the
man who does not do the work, and not
to build for the man who does.

Mr. Maan: He is travelling, and does not
sleep in a home.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIXN: No doubt he carries
a tent and sleeps in that. T am not object-
ing to the Bill because it contains suech a
provision. If buildings of any deseription
are required for the bank they shouid ap-
pear on the Public Works Estimates and be
charged up to the bank, so that members may
have some control over the expenditure. 1f£
the authority to spend money is included in
this Bill, we hand the control over to the
trustees and have no veice in its expenditure.

The Premier: They have to pay interest,

Hon, W. U. ANGWIN: The charges will
be passed on to those who borrow money
from the bapk. The member for Katanning
(Mr. A, Thomson) would compare the Agri-
cultural Bank with an ordinary bank, but
there is as much difference between them as
there is between chalk and cheese.

The Premier: I do not know o much about
that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: XNot if they go on
as they have been going during the last three
years, advancing money without parliamen-
tary authority.

The Premier: They do not do that.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: They do. Their
report shows it. Perbaps that is the reason
why they have kept it back for four yeara
They may desire to keep Parliament in ignor-
ance of what they are doing.

The Premier: Not at all

Hon. W. ", ANGWIN: If buildings are re-
quired in any part of the State they should
appear on the Publi: Works Estimates, and
if it is desired to charge the bank interest,
rent or sinking fund, that charge should ap-
pear in the proper manner,

The Premier: I will let it go; anything
to get it through.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN; I welcome the Bill,
and consider the tast clause is necessary. L
do objeet, however, to a Bill being brought
down for a certain purpose, and finding some
little clause squeezed in to protect powers
that are not intendel to Le given. I suppose
the Premier did not see the Bill until he in-
troduced it.

The Premier: I did.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: He told us he
wanted the Bill for the purpose of providing
group settlement, in which he is deeply in-
terested, and to assist him in regard to sol-
dier settlement. His officers, however, put
this elause in on their own account,

The Premier: No.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier waats
land settlement, and the trustees of the bank
want palatial buildings to work im,

Hon. P. Collier: They slid it in,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Parliament should
endeavour, as far as possible, not to permit
the powers of members to be whittled away,
and not to allow one or two bodies to control
expenditure when they are mot responsible
for so doing.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [6.5]: This is
one of the most important measures we have
had before us this session. We are told that
our land settlement policy is to be the salva-
tion of the finances of the country and will
bring population heve.

The Premier: You must house the peo-

le.

? Mr. MONEY: Whatever expenditure is
ineurreid by the trustees of the bank will be
passed on to the selector. Ttds, therefore, im-
portant that we should avoid the over-capital-
isation of the land, so as to make it possible
for the selector to succeed when he gets there.
I do not know whether the trustees have gone
into the varions items which make up the
capitalisation 0f the settlers' land. We are
dealing with the question of group settlement.
Success depends very largely upon the dis-
tance of these settlements from the market,
and the freight that has te be paid on the
produce of those settlements. Much depends
on the money that is laid out on every acre
for the purpose of getting produce from tho
land. T doubt if any calculation has yet been
made as to how much will actnally be spent
on each acre. For instance, an expenditure
of from £10 to £20 an acre may be incurred
on land 3350 miles from Perth, whereas land
50 miles from Perth that is partially im-
proved might be made productive for £2 qr
£3 an acre. There is plenty of land which
has heen looked upon as noun-produnctive, sueh
as sandy country or ironstone country, which,
if properly worked, could he made very pro-
fitable., There is 2 good deal of sueh land
within a reasonable distance of the city. If
the capital expenditure on ordinary improve-
ments and clearing runs into £10 an aere, by
the time it is fully equipped for production,
it may have cost £20 an aere, which is equal
to £1 per acre per annum npon the shoulders
of the settler. Tf the settler is remote from
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the markel, there is a still further charge per
acre on the freight of his produce. A good
deal of trouble arises because these matters
are not thoroughly gone into beforehand. It
is our duty not merely to invite people to
come to this State, but to see that they get a
fair chance of success when they arrive.
Their Iand must not be over-capitalised. This
Bill takes from Parliament the eontrol of ex-
penditure in this direction, and the expendi-
ture is to be made as the trustees think fit.
It will all, of course, be passed on to the
settler.  There wmight be a proposition to
spend half a million of money, and it might
turn out a failure. There are some depart-
mental officers who might venture to spend
this sum of money, and in many cases the
proposition would turn out a rank failure.
Where would the gettler come in then? TUn-
less the experience of members of this House
is brought to bear upon this matter, I do not
see how it is possible to ensure the suncecess-
ful settlement of the people. We must do all
we can to aveid overloading our settlers. 1
want to see & success made of this scheme,
and to aveid the failure which must eventu-
ally follow if the land of the settler is over-
capitalised.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam-—in reply) [6.10]: T ecannot let
the remarks of the previons speaker pass with-
out some comments upon them. It costs T sup-
pose, about as much to settle a man in the
South-West, house and all, as it costs to build
1 house for a man who lives in Perth. Al
in, the expenditure will not be more than, if
as much uy, thalt which would be required to
provide a home for a man in Perth. The
money i8 not being squandered. It iz easy to
find fanlt with anything. We can say that a
tree should be pulled down in 20 seconds, and
complain that it took 25 seconds to do so and
cost s0 much more money. If the good land
in the South-West is not worth clearing at
the cost that will have to be incurred, we had
better throw up the sponge. It will be no use
staving in the country.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: It would be better
to hand it over to the Federal Parliament.

The PREMIER: 7Yes, anything like that.
The trustees of the Agrieultural Bank are
Just as capable of managing the affairs of
the bank as are members of Parliament. They
are experienced men and have carried on this
work for many years. It is true they have
some blocks on their hands, but they have
assisted in the development of the country in
many wavs.

Hon. W. €, Angwin:
farms on their hands. -

The PREMIER: The trustees are respon-
sible for & great deal of that which has been
done in the way of land settlement. T sup-
pese that half the land now under cultivation
has been cleared by means of the Agrieunltural
Bank, and this work has been done cheaply.
Tndeed, complaints have been made that the
bank would not advance sufficient money for
this purpese. I am not going to waste any

They have about 700
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time in argument. The bank inspectors are
entitled to live in their own homes, I am
going to stick out for that, but I am net
going to argue about it. They are entitled
tp live in houses with their wives.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Put the money on
the Estimates.

The PREMIER: The bank requires to
have officers in the various towns where there
are distriet centres. I do not know whether
the House will be willing to vote, say,
£10,000 for this purpese. It is much better
that the trustees should control these build-
ings, keep them in repair, and ecollect the
rents than that any other department should
do it. Members can do as they please in the
matter, but I hope thoy will not want to
diseugs the matter at great length. I do not
propose to do so myself, at any rate.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

In Committee.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Advances for offices, ete.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 21
Noes .. 19
Majority for .. 2
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. Broun Mr, H. K. Maley
Mr, Carter Mr. Mann
Mrs. Cowan Sir Jamns Mitchell
Mr, Denton Mr. Piesse
Mr. Durack Mr. Sampson
Mr. George Mr. 4. M. Smith
Mr., Glbson MF. A, Thomson
Mr. Harrisen Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott AMr, Mullany
Mr. Johnston {Tclicr.)
NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Plckering
Mr. Chesson Mr. Richardson
Mr. Collier Mr. Simons
Alr. Davies Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Heroa Mr. Teesdale
Mr., Lambert Mr. Walker
Mr. Lutey Mr. Willcock
Mr, McCallum Mr., Wilson
Mr, Munsio Mr. Corboy
Mr. O'Loghlen (Teller.)

Clause thus passed,
Clauses 3 and 4—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The PREMIER: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.38]: I hope members will not
agree to the third reading of the Bill, be-
eause it takes away powers from Parlia-
ment. T have no objection to anything
being done which will further the conveni-
ence of public departmebts. At present, if
the Police Department, the Works Depart-
ment, the Eduneation Department or any
other department requires premises to be
erected, the work is dome by the Publie
Works Department and it is authovised by
a vote of Parliament when the Estimates
are pagsed, This even applies to our rail-
ways, which are under the control of a
Commissioner. Members should “c¢onsider
whether or not Parliament should retain
control over the expenditure of money in
conneetion with the various public depart-
ments. The Bill takes away tbat power.
The Agricultural Bank, with the approval
of the Governor, which means with the
approval of the Ministry, and even may mean

with the approval of one Minister, will
have power to purchase or provide
. premiscs for earrying on business. The
Agricultaral Bank will thus have a
special privilege mnot enjoyed by any
other department. We should rejeet the
Bill beeause it takes away from the

rights and privileges of the people. Under
the Bill, it will be possible for the
tiustees of the Agricoltural Bank te puor-
chase 4 building in Perth, running into
several thousands of pounds, without Par-
liameiit having a say rvegarding the ex-
penditure, T regret having to oppose the
third reading of the Bill hecause  the
measure contains ¢lauses of which T am in
favour. Ncver before have we given away
such powers. In 1912 the Labour Govern-
ment amemled the Agrienltural Bank Act
by increasing the maximum amount to be
louned to £2,000, and they provided that
that assistance could be extended to the
encournmement of industries, surh as the
establishment of butter factories and so on.
The et remained that though this assist-
abee could he rendered, the limitation was
fixed ot £20m0.  If the Bill is passed, mem-
hers shionhl know that already, despite the
limitation in the Act, the bank has granted
a loun in one case representing three times
that amount and in another instance the
Isan atounted tn double the amount of the
limitation.

Mr. Johnston: Anything done hy the
trustees, wounld be with the approval of the
Government.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: We might have a
Labour Government in power.

Mr. A. Thomson: We conld trost them.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Tt is nnt a ques-
tion of truating the Government at all

The Premier: T am prepared to provide
a limit for £19,000.
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ilon. W. C. ANGWIN: The expenditure
should be subject to the control of Parlia-
ment. The Premier realises that this is a
hit too strong and is now willing to provide
a limitation. A little time ago, the new
AMLP. buildings were erected at the corner
of William-street and St. George’s-terrace.
The Government twere approached at once
with an offer to take over the vaeated pre-
mises for the Agricultura]l Bank. Under the
Bill there would be nothing to prohibit the
Minister agreeing to the purchase of that
building, This is the way in which we
allow the powers of Parliament to be
whittled away. If we keep on in this
manner much longer the best thing to do
will be to dissolve Parliament altogether.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [7.47]: I re-
gret that £ am compelled to support the
wember for North-East Fremantle. It was
an unwise provision to introduce a clause
of this nature in the Bill. The Premier
has led us to infer that the amount of ex-
penditure will be limited, but it is not
within the power of a private member to
move an amendment of this nature. [
therefore hope that the Premier will earry
ont the proposal he suggests. He might
recommit the Bill.

Hon., P. Collier: That cannot be done

now,

Hon. W. €, Angwin: Not unless the
T'remier withdraws the motion for the third
reading.

Mr, SPEAERER: The meotion before the
House is that the Bill be read a third time.
An amendment to recommit the Bill would
supersede that motion,

Hon. P. Collier: After we have debated
the’ third reading?

Hon. W. €. Apngwin: There would be no
objection to the Premier withdrawing his
motion for the time being.

Mr. SPEAKER; Standing Order 298 pro-
vides that at the third reading stage a Bill
may be recommitted without limitation.
The fact of a debate having ensued does
not, in my opinion, affect the position.

Recommittal.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I move
an amendment—

That the Bill be recommitted for the
purpose of reconsidering Clanse 2,

Amendment put and passed.

In Comunittee.
Mr. Stubbg in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.
Clause 2—Advances for offices, ete.:
The PREMTIER: I move an amendment—
That after ‘‘bank’’ in the first line, the

words ‘‘not exceeding £10,000 in the ag-
gregate’’ be ingerted.

-
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Amendment put and passed; the clavse, as
amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported and the report adopted.
\Y

BILL—NORTH TFREMANTLE RATES
VALIDATION., .

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee,

M. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—Amendment of Section 41:

HMon, W. C. ANGWIN: T move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of paragraph (b} the
following words be inserted:—*¢¢Provided
that all vebhicles licensed for the carriage
of passengers shall have presceribed the
same distinguishing colours and charac-
ters.'’

The Minister for Works: I agree to that.

My, MUNSIE: I take it the amendment is
intended to provide for the same distingnish-
ing mark for all ears plying for hirec.

The Alinister for Works: That is correct
and that is the intention. .

Mr. MUNSIE: What is wrong with the
present system?

The Minister for Works: Only snobhery,
as I explained the other night.

Mr. MUNSIE: I would not give any Min-
ister the power to preseribe what signs he
liked. I understand that a private car has
a black plate with white letters and that a
bire ear has a white plate with black letters.
Why are these not sufficient?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am not
seeking any extraordinary power. Al 1T
wish te do is to receacile the difference which
exists to-day, and which from my point of
view is due to snobbery. There are certain
people who like to assume an  affluence of
position higher than they have attained, and
they think that if they are having a wedding
or a funeral and have a car at their door, it
looks better if it has the private mark and
may lead some unthinking people to believe
that they own a car. The taxi cars have a
certain plate and the garage cars carry a
plate similar to that used on private cars.
The taxi people objected to the word ‘‘hire?’
being displayed on their plates and went to
the Supreme Court and got a verdict, and 30
we¢ expunged the word ‘‘hire.’”’ Their next
grievance, and they were influentially sup-
ported.

Mr, Mann: They were eatitled to be sup-
ported, too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Their
next grievance was that private garages,
having & clientele who could ring up, had
an advantage over the man on the rank, be-
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eouse the private garage cars had a label simi-
lar to the private cars. We tried to remedy
that, and we got the garages up against us.
Now we want to do something to reconcile
these differences and prevent trouble. There-
fore, I say that both should carry the same
class of label. Further, we provide that when
on the rank cars shall exhibit a little sign
bearing the words “‘for hire,”' and us soon
as a car is engaged, the ‘*for hire”’ sign
will be lowered.  Therefore, there will be
nothing to distinguish a taxi car from a
private garage ear. The amendment moved
by the member for North-East Fremantle is
not necessary. 1 desire to achieve the same
objeet, but as the words will make for clear-
ness, I do not object to the amendment. I
would not be ashamed if I had half a dozen
hire cars at my door; I wonld only be
ashamed if I could not pay for them. The
people who are guilty of the snobbery to
which I have referred are not always ready
to pay when the account goes in.

Hon. P. Collier: The garage owners com-
plain of this; they say it is unfair.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We arc
trying to deal with the traffic for the comfort
and econvenience of the people. I understand
that most of the garages in Perth belong
to one gentleman. I do not know if that is
correct.

Mr. TEESDALE: I support the amend-
ment. Proprietors need to use a great amount
of discretion in hiring cars out, and they
shouldd have the right to refuse to hire a
car. If the car is displaying the ‘‘for hire’’
sign, however, T tale it that the owner would
not be able to refuse. A distinetion shonld
be made between the cars on the rank and
the private garage cars, A private individ-
uval has a perfect right to hire a car from a
garage without being acceused of snobbery.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: T hape the amenl-
ment will not be agreed to. The member
for Rocbourne does not understand the posi-
tion.

Mr.
(b).

The CHAIRMAXN: We are discussing the
amendment to paragraph (b). R

Mr. MaeCallem SMITH: T see wo reason
for altering the present system.

The Minister for Works: T do not wish to
alter it, it there will be incessant trouble if
it is not altered

Mr. MacCallem SMITH: The only trouble
bas aricen between the Minister and the taxi
owners.

The Minister for Works:
trouble with me.

Mr, MgaeCallom SMITH: The public are
satisfird and the taxi owners are satisfied,

The Minister for Work«: No, they are not.

Mr, MaeCallum SMITH: They ilo not want
a distinguishing mark and the garages do nnt
want a distinglliﬁhillﬂ mark.

Teesdale: T am against puragraph

There I8 no

Hon., P. (ollier: Bot the parace owhe-s
have written nsking for a  Betinanishing
mark,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Munsie: They want the same mark
as the private ears carry.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: There is no dis-
tinetion between the yprivate ear and the
garage car.

The Minister for Agriculture: Should noy
there be a distinguiching mark so that people
would know which ears could be hired?

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: If I wish to hire
a car, I hire from a private garage, and the
Minister says it is gnobbery to do so. I see
no snobbery about it. If I hire a car, why
should it have to bear a label, ‘‘for hire’’?
Unless the Minister ean show good reason, I
am opposed to any departure from the present
svstem. The amendment proposes to give
the Minister power to decide what mark
shall be used on any ear plying for hire, and
he will have the option of making that mark
apply to garage cars.

The Minister for Works: Let the police
attend to it,

Mr., MacCallum SMITH: The police have
too much power already in many respects. I
see no necessity whatever for the amendment.

Hon, T. WALKER: I hope the amend-
ment will be carried. It is clear that a cer-
tain seetion of the community want to run
a sort of aristocratice, class-distinetion motor.
They want to be above the man who has to
hire a car from the rank. The objeet of
the amendment is to abolish all distinctions.
The garage aristocrats want to humiliate the
taxi-driver. Hon. members have received let-
te:s from the Metropolitan Private Garage
Owners' Association, under yesterday's date,
repudiating the attempt to declare the parage
owners’ business and the taxi-car owners’
business as on the same footing, and saying
that a pgood comparisen between the two
businesses would be that of a person selling
fruit from o shop and a hawker selling fruit
from his harrow at the street carmer. The
differcnce between the money invested by the
taxi-drivers and that invested by garapge
owners is somecthing enormous. Really, there
is only one big magnate in the garage busi-
ness; aml he wants an aristocratic monopoly,
with the taxi-driver classed as hawker. There
must be some distinetion between private cars
and cars that are for hire, because otherwise
a man rtequiring to hire a car might hail,
and try to stop, a private car. But all ears
of an identical type should have identically
the same plate of the same colour and with
the same distinguishing marks,

Mr. MneCallom Smith: But we do not
want to let the Minister go experimenting.

Hon, T. WALKER: The Minister’s rx-
perimenting i limited by the amendment of
the memher for North-East Fremantle.

Mr. AMaeCalllm Smith: Buat the design js
at the will of the Minister.

Hon, T. WALKER: The Minister would
not have anything very ohjectionable to psro-
pose.  Really, there is nothing that can be
objerted to hy the other side, though the
garage owners may feel hurt, We are all
equal in the eyes of the law, aml T have
found among the taxi-drigers better men than
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the average of the owners of garages where
metors ave kept for hire. There are some
of the latter whom I would not care to be
companionable with.

Mr. MANN: The position to-day is that
the owner of the private car is entitled to
have a plate of a certain colour while the
owner of a car plying for bhire is compelled
to have a plate of another colour.

Hon, W, C, Apgwin: Not compelled.

Mr. MANN: That is the custom, anyhow;
but there is this difference, that the owner of
a garage car plying for hire has been using
e number plate similar to that of the pri-
vate car. . Consequently there is a distinc-
tion between the car for hire that is kept
in a garage, and the car for hire that i on
the rank; and the men on the rank complain
that the better class jobs, such as weddings,
funerals, and long distance journeys, go to
the garages where cars are kept for hire,
beeause the cmstomers do not desire to have
the words ‘‘ For hire,”’’ or the distinguishing
hire mark, on the car. Thus the taxi-drivers’
business i injured. For that reason they de-
gire that all should be on the same level
Paragraph (b), subject to the amendment of
the member for North-East Fremantle, will
bring that position about.

Mr. STMONS: T hope the Committee will
register an opinion against any differentia-
tion whatever. 7 fail to see that the distine-
tion which the Minister has the power to
adopt ean be justified by any process of
reasoning. For onte in & way I am going to
argue a <question from the standpoint of
vested interests, as Ministers invariably do.
The taxi-drivers have about £70,000 worth
of cars standing on hire points in this State,
while the pgarage owners have less than
£10,000 worth. And yet here we have a let-
ter from an association which has sprung
up in a night, comparing the £70,000 pro-
prietors to a lot of fish hawkers. XNo Minis-
ter should be able to draw a line and say
that those on the right shall have a
blue badge as 2 mark of royalty, while those
on the left of it shall have a red badge to
declare their plebeian origin. We may not
always have a Minister for Works with the
same commoh sense as the present occupant
of the office. Therefore T do not want to
grant the power to make this differentiation.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. SAMPSON: T hope paragraph (e)
will he struek out, Although Perth is rap-
idly developing, we have not yet reached the
stage when it should be competent for the
tinffic authorities to dcelare that the vehie-
ular traffic on certain streets shall proeeed in
a prescribed direction.  Perth ix not yvet
ready for one-way traffic.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This pro-
vision is put forward at the request of the
polive specifieally to assist them in the hand-
ling of traffic in King-street when there ia a
large coneourse of people assembled at His
Majesty 's theatre. The police say it is neces-
gary in the interests of public zafety. Also
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they aver that King-street, which is gener-
ally crowded with merchant’s lorries, fre-
quently becomnes congestgd in consequence of
the traffic moving both ways. The member
for Perth has complained that no pointsmen
are provided in King-street. Already there
is a big expenditure on pointsmen in other
streets in Perth, and the necessary money is
taken from taxation collected from all parts
of the State, which I do not think is fair.
T hope the provision will be agreed to.

Mr. SIMONXNS: I, too, hope the provision
will be approved. As years go on, its neces-
gity will beeome more manifest. Owing to
the narrow streets in Perth, the handling of
the traffic presents unusual difficulties, Such
a provision as this has been found necessary
in other Australian capitals, and it is gratify-
ing to know that our traffic is inereasing so
rapidly as to justify special legislation to
accommodate it. -

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (d} ‘‘any’’
be struck out, and ‘‘every’’ inserted in
liew; and that after the word ‘‘sign,”’ in
line 3, *‘whilst waiting for hire’’ be -in-
serted.

I'veviously the Minister desired that a
vehicle plying for hire should display some
#ign indicating that it is disengaged. But,
as I pointed out on the second reading yes-
terday, when 2 vehicle is engaged it is not
plying for hire, and therefore it should not
bave to carry a ‘‘for hire’’ rign, Under the
provision as it stands, the words ‘‘for hire'’ -
would hgve to be exhibited at all times on
vehieles usually open to cngagement, The
Minister now says that he ouly requires the
sign to be shown while the vehicle is on the
rank, The amendment will make his inten-
tion clear.

Alrv, MUNSIE: Whether the provision be
amended or not, I will vote against it, for L
do not think it necessary, A vehicle goes on
the rank only when it is plying for bire, and
eonsequently, no ‘‘for hire’’ sign is then
teeessary.  Why then should we involve the
nwners of those vehicles, some of whom
seeure only one engagement in a day, in the
uunecessary expense of providing some
special jump-jack sign capable of alteration
on the pressing of a button?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Appar-
ently hon. members have missed the essen-
tial point. It does not follow that because
8 c¢ar is on the rank it is open to any en-
gagement. A man reguiring a car goes to a
driver on the rank and explains that he
wishes to he taken to King’s Park gate. In
ell probability the driver will declare that he
is already engaged, is waiting for his pas-
senger whom he expeets to turn up any
minute, and therefore cannot take the new-
comer to King’s Park gate. I bave had that
experienee myself when I have wanted to go
only a short distance. On one oceasion four
drivers declined to take me. If every car
open to engagement were made to display
a ‘‘for hire’’ sign while on the rank, any
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man requiring a car, even for a short jour-
ney, could insist opon being accommodated.
It the flag or sign, which would not be an ex-
penrive atair, is once put up, aud the driver
refuses to take a passenger, and the matter
is reported to the police he runs a gool
chance of losing his license. People whe
take out these licenses must allow their cars
to be used by anyone who desiies to make
use of them. Some members seem to think
that we desire to injure prople by freuk
legiglation, The question of the lubels was
taken into serious consideration by the Com-
niisgioner of Polive and his officer and by
myself and my officers, We wanted to get
out a system by which the charges would be
made as low ay possible, and the inconveni-
ence of the people to pay for the licenses as
small as possible. We have a label on which
a number is afiixed, Thix will work in a
cyele of five years. The labels have to be
banded in on the 1st July of the new year.
The applicant for a license will get the same
nuinbered plate, but there will be a mark on
the corner. This mark would enable the
police to see whether a new license has been
taken ont or not. If we handed out the same
tablet many ears would dounbtless continue to
ran on the old number without paying any
livense fee. When the police tock this mat.
ter in hand they found that many people
were doing this, and when they were obliged
to stump up they were very angry, and ne
doubt used all the influence they could bring
to bear to make the carrying out of the Act
as unpleasant as possible to those concerned.

The CHAIRMAN: I would point out te
the Minister that we are dealing with this
amendment,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
doing so.

The CHATRMAX: He is not dealing with
the amendment before the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: That is a
matter of opinion.

The CHAIRMAN: T do not thisk the
prineiple i3 involved in this, The member
for North-Fast Fremantle has moved™ an
amendment to strike out a certain word with
a view to inserting other words. Will the
Minister confine himgelf to that question?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was
replying to the member for Hannaps who
apparently was under a misapprehension in
regard to the effect of this clause, If you
rule me out of order I will sit down.

I am

My, SAMPSON: It is possible some of
the motor drivers on the ranks will have

cause for eomplaint. Cars that are standing
in a garage awaiting a telephone call wontd
not display this sign which is displayed when
a ear is available for hire,

The Minister for Works: It would have
to be displayed if the car came out for hire.

Mr. SAMPSON: It would only eome out
when it came out for an engagement, Some
heart burning might be caused to the drivers
who come from the ranks,

Mr. Simons: They want this.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the semaphore is ar-
ranged on the taxis in the same way as
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they are arranged in London, it would he
casy to determine whether a ¢ar was for hire
or not. That is the bone of contention. It
would be better to strike out paragraph {d)
altogether, and insert something like the
following:—=*To give to the driver or
owuer of any vehicle livensed to carry pas-
seupgers or goods the right to exhibit a sign
imlieating that the vehicle is for hire. "’
Proviled the owner of a ear on the ranks is
not poing to suffer, I wunld weleome the
striking out of the paragraph.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN: Today I had 2
view put to me contrary to that expressed
by the Minister for Works. The drivers say
they may be engaged to go to a place at a
certain time. They ask that while they are
waiting for the time of their engagement
they should show an indication that thev are
waiting for hire. These men are placed in
an awkward position, and may wait half a
duy for the sake of a quarter of an hour's
cagagement. There i3 a difficulty hoth for
the passenger and the driver.

Mr., SAMPSON: If the proprictor of a
mater car on the ranks does not want a par-
ticular job he has a hondred ways of avoid-
inge it.

Hon. W, C. Augwin: Xot if the notice is

JLA

Mr, BAMPSOXN: That would not alter
the position. Every owner should have the
right to exhibit a sign that lis car is under
hire,

Mr. TEESDALE: T thiuk some consid-
eration should be extended to the owners of
Itorse vehicles licensed for the carrying of
passengers or goods. Take, for instance, the
Juggage carter who may have to stand about
all day for a few chillings. TIs it to be ex-
peeted that he should lay out 30s. or £2 in
order to affix to his cart some piece of
mechanism?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: apply to
every vehicle,

Mr., TEESDALE: I ask the Minister
to exempt those people who have carts for
hire, and who already have signs attached
to their vehieles, from the necessity for pro-
viding these mechanical contrivances.

The Minister for Works rose to speak.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: With the per-
mission of the Committee, I ask leave to
withdraw the first portion of the amend-
ment.

The Minister for Works: I am the Min-
ister in charge of the Bill and if T am not
to be allowed to speak, I had better go out.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not like the Min-
ister for Works speaking to the Chairman in
such a way. I am here to keep order, and
to see that hon. members exercise their
rights. I do not like the Minister saying
that if he eannot talk on the Bill he had
better go ont. That is not fair.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T had
no intention of being disrespectful to the
Chair. I wished to speak in reply to abso-
lutely wrong statements which had heen
made. and I was not permitted to do so.

Make it
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The CHATRMAXN: I did not prevent the
Miniater from speaking at all. As soon as
the member for Roehourne finished speak-
mg, the member for North-East Fremantle

asked leave to withdraw his amendment. I.

am entitled to ask. the Committee whether
they desire the amendment to bé withdrawn
before continuing the diseussion.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

The CHATRMAXN: The Minister for
Works has the floor.

The Minister for Works:
to say.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: I move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph (d), after ‘‘sign”’
the words ‘‘while waiting for hire’’ be
inserted.

Mr. BAMPSON: I desire to move a fur-
ther amendment which will give the right to
a motor. car owner to put up a sign if he
desires to do so but will not make it man-
datory. I do not think the car owmer on
the rank shounld suffer from disabilities
compared with owners of cars in a garage.

The Minister for Agriculture: We will
require legislation to stop grasshoppers
from jumping soon. *

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot accept any
such amendment as that suggested by the
member for Swan, unless the memher for
North-East Fremantle is prepared to with-
draw his amendment.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: Tt would be better
te wipe oot the clause altogether, and then
the discretionary powcr will be left,

Mr, SBampson: But are you sure the
muanicipal council has not power to make
regulations to deal with this matter,

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWIN: The c¢ouneil will
have no power under the Act, but the Min-
ister will have diseretionary power. The
motor car owners say that so long as they
are on the rank and are hailed by a mem-
ber of the public, no matter whether cars
are engaged or not, they must accept the
job or be liable to a heavy penalty. The
Minister has already admitted that they
will be linble.

The Alnister for ¥Works: Thaf is, unless
they can prove they are engaged,

Mr. Sampson; At any rate it wonld leave
the oppertunity epen for injury te be done
to the drivers,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: If the sign were
rrovided, thee public would know that if
the sign *‘For hire'’ were shown, the car
svas available, but if it was down, that ear
was engaged,

Mr. Underwood: Why have the clause at
all?

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: These men have
ugked for it for their own protection.

The Minister for Works: They want the
provision to apply equally to the ¢ar on the
rank and the car in the garage.

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: That is impos-
sible. Tt is mot necessary at all for the
garage.

T have nothing
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Mr, UNDERWOOD: In my opinion, the
paragraph is mnot required at all.  This
Ilouse could be better engaged than dis-
cussing such rubbish. I do not know why
the Minister has brought forward any suech
proposal.

The Minister for Works: Had you been
here thronghout the debate you would have
known the reason.

Mr., TXDERWOOD: If the owuner of a
motor car desires to put up a sign for hire,
let him put it uwp. If not, why should he
be compelled to do so. Do not let us take
up the time of 50 members of this Chamber
asking whether a metor car owner shall be
forced to put up a sign or not. I think the
AMinister must have a lot of time to spare
to bring forward this rubbish.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

The Alinister for Works: Am I in order
now? If not

The CHAIRMAN; The Minister will be
out of order if he goes on as he is proceed-
ing now. )

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I am
sorry I have transgressed again, There has
been a good deal said regarding the cars
on the rank and the ears in the garage.
Members seem to forget that they owe a
duty to the person who hires a car. It is
quite a common thing at the present time
that if a car is situated near the head of
the rank, the driver will refuse to accept
an engagement for a short distance, realis-
ing that he may saerifice a longer job. The
man who is at the head of the runk has a
better chance of getting a big job that the
man whose posgition is 14th in the rank.
The objeet of the provision g that when a
man js engaged for a job, he may keep the
sign down; if he is open for a job, and he
is required, he should be made to take that
job, whether it be for a long trip or a short
trip. The elause will work for the greater
convenience of the public.

Mr, SIMONS: The Committee should
1gcognise that this is a very small matter,
aud I appeal Lo the Minister to withdraw
the clause altogether, and et us get on with
some real business. We have spent one
and a half hours on discussing a, matter
which is not above the ealibre of an
ordinary roads board. It is like bringing
a batile ship forward to destroy a mosquito.

The CHAIRMAXN : TUnless the member
for North-East TFremantle withdraws bhia
amendment so as to give the Committee an
apportunity of voting on the-whole clause,
the Committee must rccognise that the
clavse down to the word ‘‘sign’’ has been
agreed to. The custom in this Housc has
been that a member may disenss any ¢lauge
or paragraph of the eclause. We have
amended one paragraph. The paragraph we
are discussing may be amended and then
the House can, if it please, delete the whole
clause.
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Mr. BIMOXNS: We have discussed this long
enough. I move—

That the Committee do now divide.

Hen, T. Walker proceeded to debate the
amendment.

Mr. DAVIE3: If a member moves that
the House do now divide, should unot that
motion take precedence of others?

The CHAIRMAXN: Divide on what?

Mr. Simons: On the amendment before the
Committee. '

The CHAIRMAXN: There is an amendment
before the Chair and it is competept for
an hon. member to move that progress be re-
perted, not that the House do now divide,

Hon. T. Walker: The member for East
Perth intended to apply the closure.

Mr, SIMONS: I bave already moved, in
accordance with Standing Order 160, ‘‘ That
the Committee do now divide.?’

The CHAIRMAN: Divide on
ment before the Chair?

Mr. SIMONS: Yes, in order to get on with
the business.

Hoa. W. €. Angwin: That motion was not
seconded.

Mr. Simons: Yes, it was seconded by the
member for Sussex.

The CHAIRMAXN: I will put the motion
That the Committee do now divide.'’

Motion put and passed.
Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
an amendment-—

That at the beginning of paragraph (e)
the words ‘‘require an’’ be inserted, and
that “*any'’ in the first line be struck out
and ‘‘each’’ be imserted in liew.

The paragraph deals with heavy carting in
the Darling Ranges and from the twart conn-
try to the railway stations. If this carting
could be confined to the summer there would
not be so much damage dome or so much ob-
jection raised. Those who are engaged in
the sleeper cutting industry are carting
throughout the year. The weight of the
carts eavses ruts to form in the road aund
after rains the ruts become deeper and the
roails are ruined. Then it is beyond the re-
sonrces of the local anothority to put these
roads into good repmir again for local traffie.
Objection may be raised that this is inter-
fering with the livelihood of men who have
as wmuch right to engapge in that kind of
carting, as others have in any other husiness
they may cheose to follow. The eclanse en-
ables the loeal authorities to impose an extra
fee on those engaged in this traffie, the ob-
ject being not =o much to jestriet the traffie
or attempt to interfere with the work these
men perform, but to provide funds which
may be applied to repair the damage done.
It is not desirable to make the fee apply
generally. In the metropolitan area the
muin roads are ahle to carry heavy traffic
beeanse they are built on solid toundatioms.
That is fot the case with country roads. It

the amend-

I move
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is necessary too that there should be such
power as is proposed, but there may be cases
where it may not be necessary to charge the
tee. There have been carters in Perth who
have come in to Perth and obtained a license
for 35, or 10s. and have gone out to vart in
those country distriets, whereas if they had
taken out the license loeally they would bhave
had to pay a pood deal more. There has
been considerable trouble in this respeet.
This vlause will enable the loeal autherity te
demand to see the license and, if it is not
of the full figure tor heavy traffic in that
distriet, to insist on the extra fes being paid.
There is no desire to throw obstaeles in the
way of anyone earniug his living, but if cer-
tain traffic creates damage, the people pro-
fiting by the work should have to pay for the
repairs.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am not objecting to
the proposed amendment, but I intend to
vote for the deletion of the clause, Notwith-
standing the Minister’s statement, there is
no senge of proportion in the methods of ad-
ninistration either by the department or the
local anthorities, It is proposed to give the
loeal authorities power to levy an additional
wheel tax. Is it right to put £3 per wheel
on a man on the hillsides who is trving to
earn a living, while the primary producer is
practicslly exempt? 1t is almest impossible
for men engaged in timber, clay or gravel
carting to pay the taxes levied. If an addi-
tional tax is required, the farmer should not
cseape his obligation. T questioned the Min-
ister a couple of months ago about a man
who was mulet to the extent of £14 1s, 3d.
for rates and wheel tax in respect of two
drays. The hoard over which the member
for Swan (Mr. Sampson) presides has had a
dispute and certain members have resigned,
because of the methods of the board in levy-
ing suck a heavy toll on men engaged in the
stone industry.

Mr, Sampson: It is a regulation;
bhoard had no option.

Mr. A, Thomson:
should he blown out.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the member for
Swan adopted the attitude of the members
who have resigned, the ratepavers would
soon let the Minister know that an amend-
nient was required.

Mr, Sampson: T think it a proper thing
that the heavy traffic should pay the tax.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Then we can diseuss
it from the point of view of how it retards
production, Is the heavy traffic so pro-
nouneed in the Kalamunda district that the
roads are cut to pieres? T should not imagine
that men carting gravel would cut the roads
to pieces. These people are heing taxed out
nf existence, Thev are heing charped £3 a
whecl, equal to €6 per dray. Is that a fair
proposition}

The Minister for Works: They do more
tLan £6 worth of damage in a week'’s carting.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:  Would the Minister
say that thot applied in the Ealamunda dis.
trict?

the

Then the regulation
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The Minister for Works: Yes, anywhere;
but there is an appeal to the Minister.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: The Minister proposes
to levy another charge. If a proposition were
put up to the Minister that these heavy
fees be reduced, would ke agree to it?

The Minister for Works: I do not under-
stand that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:  Three pounds per
wheel is being charged men engaged in gravel
carting, while a man carting fruit gets off
with §s. That i3 an example of the partiality
shown to primary producers. During the past
five months 5,800 tons of material has been
carted by three or four drays to a particular
siding, anl the freight to the railways
amounted to £1,100. If the loeal authorities
are not patriotic enough to keep men in their
district, a less will result, not only to them,
but to the revenue of the State. I agree that
the ‘people engaged in heavy traffic should
pay more than 2 man carting a few eases of
froit, but the difference between 53, and £3
a wheel is vindietive treatment of a class of
people deserving of help.

Mr. PICKERING: [ support the Minis-
ter’s amendment. On the Ludlow-road £800
had to be expended for repairs to enable one
man to cart tuart logs fo the railway. It is
quite impossible for the road hoards to main-
tnin their roads when traffic of that kind
is passing over them. This road was impass-
able for months during the winter until we
got £800 to repair it.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Were the jinkers respon-

sible?
- Mr. PICKERING: Yes. In 1817 the whele
of the roads in the Capel distriet were ruined
through the carting of tuart logs. If the
boards are not proteeted in this way, carting
during the winter ghould be prevented.

Mr, A. THOMSON: T trust that the Min-
ister’s suggestion will not be aceepted, Under
Section 49 of the Act, if damage to the tune
of £R00 were done to one road, the local an-
thority wonld have power to recover the ex-
penses,

Mr. Sampson:
matter.

Mr, A. THOMSON: The hon. member said
that one person had done the damage. 1
agree with the member for Forrest. Last
weck T questioned the Minister regarding
the wheel tax as follows:—

Has his attentioh been drawm to the very
heavy charge on carriers in the eountry
distriets carrying stone, bricks, lme, tim-
her in bulk, earth, gravel, mineral, or
other materials or liquid matter, the weight
of the load being not lesa than 10 ewt. per
wheel, by the recent addition in fees levied
under regulation No. 149 under the Traffic
Act, 1919, where the charge has been in-
ereased from ten shillings to £8 for two
wheel vehicles and from £1 to £12 for four
wheels?

Tr Katanning there are two carriers who do
not go outside the town. The bulk of their
work consigts of shifting such lines as I have
just mentioned from the station to various

To prove it is another
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parts of the town. The very items included
in this regulation are carried at the cheapest
possible rates by the Railway Department,
and yet people doing the carting are penal-
ised to the tune of £6 for whee! tax. These
country carriers more often have loads of
3 ewt, or 4 ewt, than of two tons, and the
wheel tax is nothing short of an imposition
on these men.

Mr., O’'Loghlen: If they get one heavy
Joad & month, that is about the maximum.

Mr, A, THOMSOX: If they get one heavy
load a year, they have to pay £12 for, their
wheel tax, It is a distinet hardahip. The de-
aire of the road board conference was to
deal with whims carrying timber and break-
ing up the roads in the timber areas. It was
never intended to dcal with districts like
Katanning. I am opposed to this sort of
legislation. It merely imposes a hardship on
a deserving and hard-working seetion of the
eommunity.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
be willing to delete the words ‘‘in addition
to,”’ in line 4 of proposed paragraph (k),
substituting the words '‘in lien of.”’ That
will make some little difference, at any rate.
If the member for Katanning refers to the
Notice Paper, he will see that I propose to
ask for power to enable those administering
the Aect to exempt certain parts of the State
fram the operation of the heavy fees. To
the member for Forrest I have to point out
that there are great differences hetween the
people wha use the roads. In connection
with the fruitgrowing industry, for instance,
cartage would he dore veally only a few
times in the course of a year. But the sleeper
carter and the firewood earter and the carter
of road material are carting all the year
round, and sometimes making more than one
trip per day. Thus they eause heavy damage
to the road, putting the cost of its upkeep
beyond the finances of the road board. For
such cases provision is made here. I ask
for the exemption because of representations
made to me—in ome instance, a case sub-
mitted by Smith’s Mill, only a few days
ago.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you personally think
the fees are too high?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: If these
clauses are passed, I shall be abla to give
consideration in the mntter of fees. If the
clanges are not passed, the fees will have to
he paid,

AMr, SAMPSON: The Darling Range road
board has been mentioned. The beard have
no option but to impose this heavy traflic
tax, wor do they desire to %o otherwise.
Furthermore, every road board conference
has always expressed itgelf unmistakably in
favour of the heavy traffic tax. Settlers on
the hills have at various times gone out to
work on the roads gratuitously, while other
settlers have contributed horses and labour
in order that roads might be made. In the
Karragullen portion of the Armadale-Kelm-
seott district the residents, in order to pro-
vide good roads, have rated themselves up
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£y 6d. in the pound, by the special permission
of the Minister—the maximum rate allowed
by the Aet being 3d. in the pound. In an-
other case the rating has been 4d. in the
pound, or 33 per cent. above the maximum.
The Kalamunda district has recently spent
£140 in providing approaches to the Wallis-
ton siding. The road is still in good order,
but the heavy traffic has done considerable
damage to the approaches—far more damage
than would have resulted from ordinary
traffic.  Again, stome, gravel , lumps, and
gravel jpurchased by Perth and the neigh-
bouring municipalities for road making pur-
poses are carted over these roads. Why
should the road board in question have their
roads ruined so that Perth and neighbour-
ing municipalities may have their road mak-
ing material at less than a fair eost? The
carters can pass on the heavy traffic fees to
their municipal customers.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I move
a further amendment—

That in line 4 of paragraph {a) the
words ‘‘in addition to’” be struek out, and
““in Jien of’’ inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I wish to move an
amendment to strike out paragraph (e).

The CHAIRMXN: I am afraid that can-
not be done now.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: 1 wish to draw atten-
tion to the fact that there is apparently no
desire on the part of either the Joeal auth-
orities or the Government to reduce those
exorbitant fees.

The Minister for Works: I have just re-
duced them by 5s. per wheel

Mr. O’'LOGHLEXN: Further, T want to
protest against the exorbitant charge of £3
per wheel imposed on a very deserving sec-
tion of our people, a section providing the
fruitgrowers with a market which they are
very glad to have. The fees are such as tend
to kill industry. In reply to the member
for Swan, I say that the fees cannot Dbe
passed on.

The Minister for Works: What
consider would be a fair thing?

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: Let us split the dif-
ferener; say 30s. or £1, In any case, I want
the Minister’s assuranee that he will con-
siderably reduce the fees from what they
are to-day,

The Minister for Works: I give you this
asaurance, that I will make what appears to
me to be a fair reductior in the fees.

Mr. Q’LOGHLEXN: The Minister has
never vet fatled me when he gave n promise,
and 1 will trust him again.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I maove
an amendment—

That the following be inserted to stand
as paragraph (1) in Subdivision VII, of
Subgection 1:—‘‘exempt from the opera-

do you

*the Aet?
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tions of paragraph (k) such part or parts
of the State as the Minister may decide.’’

Amendment pul and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 5—Reprinting of the pnnclpal Act
and amendments:

Mr, MaeCallum SMITH: Why does this
clause say that the words ‘‘and other’’ may
be inserted between the words ‘‘motor’’ and
‘‘vehiele’* in the headlines of Part IV. of
Who is to insert them?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Clerk of Parliament, I presume. The ¢lause
has been drafted by the Crown Solicitor,
presumably as a matter 'of form, On refer-
enee to Part IV, it will be seen that the
insertion of the words is quite proper, having
regard to the amendments made by tlns Bill
in the principal Act.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH: The clause does
not say that the words in question shall be
inserted, but that they may be inserted. I
want to know why that is so, and by whom
they would be inserted.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

3iW reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.

BILL—XURSES REGISTRATIOXN.
In Committee.

Resumed from 18th October; Mr. Munsie
in the Chair, the olonial Secretary in charge
of the Bill

Clause 5—Whoe may be
nurses (partly considered):

Hon. W, O, ANGWIN:; When last the Bill
was before ws, I moved an amendmoent, that
in line 4+ of Subrlaunse 2 ‘‘recognised by the
hoard’’ he struck out. I do mnot wish to
discuss the peint any further.

registered as

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. W, . ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 4 of Subelause 3 ‘‘recog-
nised by the board’! be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, W. (", ANGWIX:
ment—

That in line 3 of Subeclause 4 ‘‘recog-
nised by the board'' be struck out.

My, SAMPSON: The prineiple here is
entirely different, I am opposed to the
amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, MaeCallum SMITII: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added, to stand
as Subelauvse (3):—‘‘Every person who
has attained the age of twenty-six years
and who at the passing of this Act is prae-

I move an amend-
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tising as a nurse .. has continuously

done so for not less than five years before

the passing of this Act in Western Aus-
tralia may, until the 30th day of Jume,

1922, be registered as a trained nurse on

payment of the preseribed fee.”’

Aly objeet -is to provide for every person
who has been praetising as a2 nurse,

Mr. Mann: How are you to define **prae-
tising**?

Hon, P, Collier: Or “‘nurse’™? A Sairey
Gamp might be qualified under this.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: I think that most
uncalled for. Many deserving women in the
bush are performing excellent
amongst the sick. 1t would be an injustice
to debar them from obtaining a certifieate.

My, dManu: We are not debarring them
from praetising, only from being called
trained nurses.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH:
unfair. 1t means that nobody would engage
them. We have made similar coneessions in
respect of chemists, dentists, veterinary sur-
geons, and managing clerks for legal firms.
In each of those instances we have recog-
nised that there are persons who could not
pass the qualified examination, but who nev-
ertheless are doing good work. This legisla-
tion will deprive some of those mnurses of
their livelihood, unless we make special pro-
vision for them,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
scarcely think the hon. member is serious
in his amendment. I hope the Committee
will not agree to it. The Bill does not pre-
vent any practising norse from continuing
to practice. I pointed that out on the
sccond reading. The hon. member says it
applies to registered nurses. Dut there is
nothing in the amendment about registered
nurses; it will include anybody who is prac-
tising and has been practising for five years,
We have to-day nurses who are not compet-
ent to be registered, but who nevertheless
have been practising for 10 years.

Myrs. COWAN: I do not quite understand
the amendmient. The hon, member refers
to any person who at the passing of the Act
is practising as a nurse, What kind of nurse
does he mean? * I might have had a nurse
for my children for the past five years, and
so, under the amendment, she would be en-
titled to apply to be registered as a trained
nurse, We require a definition of ‘“nurse.’’

Mr. CORBOY: I hope the new subelause
will be added. Anvone who is qualified
ghould be entitled to be registered and classed
as a registered nurse. A similar provision
applies to dentists. If the amendment is not
made, we shall have registered nnrses and
nurses who are permitted to praetise. This
will be detrimental to the latter class.

Mr. PICKERING: We shonld afford the
same facilities under this Bill as have been
afforded under other Bills of a gimilar
nature. A stigma may be cast upon those
nurses who are not allowed to be registered
but who have been practising. The Minister

And it is most

services
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might aceept the amendment with some quali-
fication with regard to ‘‘trained nurse.’’

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. . .14
Noes .. .. . .. 27

Majority against .. 13

AVELE,

Mr, Chesson Mr. Plesse
Mr, Davies Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Heron Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Jobnston Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Lambert Mr. A. Thomsen
Mr. O'Loghlen Mr. Troy
Mr. Pickering Mr. Qorboy

(Teller.}

NOES,

Mr. Apngelo Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. Angwin Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Boyland Mr. Manno
Mr. Broun Mr, McCallum
Mr. Clydesdale Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Colller Mr, Money
Mra. Cowan Mr. Richardson
Mr, Denton Mr. Sampson
Mr. Durack Mr, Simons
Mr. George Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gibson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Harrison Mr. Wlilsan
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Mullany
Mr. Lutey (Teller.)

Amendinent thus negatived.

Clavse, ns amended, put and passed.
Clauses 6 to 10--agreed to.

Clause 12—Penalty for false pretences:

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph (b) the words ‘‘or
uniform’’ be struck out.
Nurses who have been practising should not
be required to wear the ordinary uniform.
The Colonial Secretary: I agree to the
amendment sp long as there is provision for
hadges.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

"Clause 12— Application of fees and fines:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I pro-
mised I would add some words to this clause
te provide that tbe expenditure world not
excecd the fees collected. I move an
amendment—

That the following woérds bé added to
the clanse, ‘‘and such expenditure shall
not exceed the revenue derived from such
fines and fees.®’

Hon., W. C, ANGWIN: I hope the Min-
ister will not persist in the amendment. it
may mean that, through some wuaforeseen
circumstances, the fees may be made very
heavy in order to meet the “expenditure,
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The Colonial Secretary: The fees are
fixed by regulations, which are laid on the
Table of the House.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The fees might
be made almost prohibitive.

The Colonial Secretary: The House may
disallow the regulations,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There will be a
number of nurses who will require to
regiater during the first year and there
may be very few for the second year. The
result may be that fees are charged which
will be far too high. I do not think the
words are necessary.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clanse 13—Preference to be given to
registered nurses:

Mr, PICKERING: Will the clause
have any effect upon the nurses already
appointed ¥

The Colonial Secretary: No, it will only
apply to new appointments in the hospitals.

Mr, MeCALLUM: I support the clause
but at the same time I would ask members
of the
mental prineiple underlying it. I hope that
in future, Parliament will extend equal
privileges to other sectiona of the commu-
nity and not confine it to their particular
pets. The prineiple underlying the clause
ig distinectly that of preferemce to unionists.
We have applied that principle to various
callings during this session and when the
trades unionists ask for the same recegni-
tion, I trust hon. members will agree to
their request.

The Premigr: We cannot discuss
wmatter under the Bill

Mr. McCALLUM : TUp to the present,
whatever the unionists have aecured, they
Lave got through their own strength.

L Mr, Pickering: They are pretty muscu-
ar.

Mr. MeCALLUM : And pretty brainy,
too. Tn this case, Parliament is hedging
the nursing prufession with the protection
workers have been seeking.

Clause put and passed.

Clause .‘..4——Appoinfment of examiners,
. Tegulations:

Mr. JOHNSTON : The clanse ptovides
puwer for uniforms to be prescribed by
regutation, Seeing that we have already
struck ont the reference to vniforms in
Clause 11, I take it the elimination of
*uniforms’’ in Clanse 14 is comsequential.

The Colonial Secretary: That is the posi-
tion.

Mr. MONEY: The atriking out of the
reference in Clause 11 had reference to a
penal provision in the Bill, Clause 14 is in
a different catego1y se that the amendment
to Clause 11 is not comsequential.

The Colonial Secretary: There will be no
regulations regarding uniforms,

that

Committee to realise the funda-,
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Hon, P. COLLIER: The ameadment of
Clause 14 is by no means consequential
upen the amendment of Clause 11. Tle
former c¢lause wmerely gives power to the
board to make regulations regarding the
wearing of uniforms. 1 do not know that
the board should not have that power.
Nurses have always been dressed in a dis-
tinetive garb which has gained for them
the respect and admiration of the com-
nunity, whick has been of great advant-
age. Unless some provision is made, 29
iudicated iz the c¢lause, we will have each
nurse choosing a garl to her own liking
instead of retaining some distinetive uni-
ferm as at present.

Clange put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the ve-
port adopted.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. A, THOMSON (Kataoning) [10.37]:
I do not intend to speak at great length re-
garding this Bill, as it is to a great extent
one for consideration in Committee. Some
members who have spoken confended that it
was unfair to secure increased revenue by
the means suggested. The member for Nel-
son (Mr, J. H. Smith) quoted from returns
last night to show that the amount collected
from the trade was £647,078, while asome
members have stated that, in their opinion,
the percentage whatever it may be—I do net
indicate at the present stage what percentage
I shall support—should not be imposed on
the amount of duty collected by the Com-
monwealth. I cannot agree with that conten-
tion. I do not knmow if hon. members have
read the last annual report furnished by the
Commissioner of Police. Although the Com-
monwealth Government collect revenue to the
extent of £647,000 odd on liquor consumed in
Western Australia, they do not contribute a
penny piece for the domestic services required
in connection with the trade in Western Aus-
tralia. If hon. members will turn to the
Estimates which wa have passed they will
gee that the cost of the police force in West-
ern Anstralia was £179,891. I wil) not go
into the question of the merits or demerita
of the liquor trade because it is one that has
been with us from time immemorial and will,
T believe, be with ua for all time. Whether
we shall have prohibition or not, ig for the
people themaelves to decide. Reverting to
the report by the Clommissiomer of Police,
however, we find that a considerable number
of the offences recorded have been directly
attributable to the lquor trade. T thiak
the Treasurer is justified in asking the trade
to contribute a little more towards the rev-
enue than in the past. On page 7 of the
Commisaioner’s report members will find in
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the classification of offences that those
against the person which in the year ended
30th June, 1921, totalled 368. Of those
offences 109 were attributable to drink, or
35.05 per cent. as against 41 per cent. in
1919 and 42.93 per cent. in 1918, Regarding
the offences against the person and property,
of the total of 34 recorded, six were attribut-
able to drink, or 17.65 per cent. Regarding
offences against property only,. there were
1,179 offences of that deseription, of which
208 or 22.81 per cent. were attributable to

drink. So it goes on right through the re-
port. The offenees against good order,
which include drunkenness, disorderly con-

duct, indecent behaviour, vagrancy, offences
against the police and so on, total 7,097, or
62 per cent. of offences in all classes which
were brought to trial. Offences agaiast by-
laws which were attributable to drink total-
led 17 per cent. I have uo desire to labour
this partienlar subject, but in practically all
classes of offences, the same position is dis-
losed throughout the Commissianer’s re-
pert. 1 am not qunoting from wowseristie
statistics but from an official document,
which points out that the liquor trade has
been responsible for s considerable propor-
tion of offences which have been brought be-
fore the various courts. The report dealing
with offences attributable to drunkenness
shows that, in addition to 3,630 charges of
actual drunkenness, 1,792 charges brought to
trial in other classes were attributable to
drink, namely, nagainst the person, 109;
against the person and property, 6; against
property only, 269; against curreney, ete.,
5; against good order, 1,313; apgainst carry-
ing out of laws, 17; against revenue, 12;
against public welfare, 61; making the drink
habit responsible for 47.67 per cent. of
offences in all classes, compared with 4473
per cent. in 1919 and 43.25 per eent. in 1918,
From the Commissioner’s toport, I think the
Government are justified in asking the liquor
trade to contribute a little more than in the
past. When we realise that the police force
of Western Australia is costing the State
£179,881 and, according to the - Commis-
sioner’s report, 50 per cent. of that cost has
been incurred in contending with erimes
¢ither directly or indirectly concerning
people who have been imbibing in liquor, it
goes to show that £89,940, which is directly
chargeable against the State, could reason-
ably be a charge upon the liquor trade. T
have travelled a good deal in my life. I can
say from my experience that, taking the
hotels of Weatern Australia as a whole, they
are well conducted and compare favourably
with hotels in other parts of the world. T
think, however, that we should receive more
from the publicans. We are receiving some-
thing like £37,000 from licenses at the pre-

sent time, and I thihk we should reasonably’

-expect to get in over £100,000. T was in-
formed to-day that a wine shop, in Hay-
gtreet, where a very limited business was
being done, and for which an aonual license
fee of £10 wag paid, had recently been dis-
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posed of and the goodwill had been sold
for £3,000. 8o I think we can, with justice,
say that this section of the trade, as well as
the licensed vietuallers, should contribute
more. 1 will deal more fully with the vari-
ous clauses when we reach the Committee
stage. The Bill is a long one, and I do not
propose to refer to it in detail just now. So
far as I can pather, I belisve a great
majority of the people interested in the trade
are willing to pay o reasonable and fair
percentage, I wish to say also that I have
always been in favour of compensation. From
personal observation, I have learned that
people in the country distriets, and probably
in the metropolitan area as well, have been
compelled by the licensing bench to erect
palatial structures far beyond requirements,
and it would be a pgross injustice to those
people to have their places closed without
some form of compensation. 1 have always
been iz favour of the Vietorian legislation.
In that State the trade comtributes towards
the fund from which compensation is paid to
the ownera of de-licensed properties. To my
mind, our existing system is not effesctive.
Assuming you have three hotels in a town
like the one I represent, and the local option
vote closes down one and allows the other
two to remain, those two should be com-
pelled to contribute towards the compensation
paid to the third. That will be provided for
in the Bill, and it is a just and equitable
proposal. I intend to support the second
reading, and in the Committee stage will
suggest one or two amendments.

Me. COESSON (Cue) [1050]: T intend
to vote against the second reading of the
Bill. If it is carried in its present form,
the effect will he prohibition by taxation., If
it is propesed to take 9 per cent. from the
trade, it will mean that we will close a big
proportion of the hotels, or licensed pre-
mises throughout the State.

Mr. A. Thomson: You will
them; doa’t worry.

Mr. CHESSON: With the imposts on
these people already through exeize and cus-
toms, it will be quite impossible for them to
pass on the costs any further. Take a big
business in Perth, and remember the rents
which have to be paid and the big staffs
which have to be maintained; it will mean
that.if the 9 per cent, is added, there will .
have to follow a reduction in the expenses,
and the ataffs will be the first to suffer. We
know that a big proportion of this business
ig carried on in the metropolitan area at the
present time. A big bottle trade is done,
and the country trade as well i3 no small
item. Tndeed, there is very little profit in
thig branch of the trade, and if we are to
add a further impost, the result will be the
closing down of many of the establishments,
With regard to country hotels, the holders of
licenses have to pay heavy freights, in ad-
dition to the charges paid by the man in the
metropolis. If we compel them to pay an
additional 9 per cent., we must expect to

not c¢lose
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clese down many businesses. We know that
those people who Indulge in smoking and
drinking pay more than their just share of
taxation at the present time, and it is hardly
to he expected that the holders of livenses
will pass on to those people the additional
expenses that they will he obliged to meet
if the Bil! tcvomes law, That will mean
that the Uovernment, instrad of getting the
revenue they expect to receive, will find it
shirink eonsiderably. In the ontback mining
districts, we know that men engaged in this
industry must have their glass of beer be-
tore and after work., Jf the passape of the
Bill will result in these men being deprived
of that refreshment, it will be a severe pen-
alty. There is also o seetion of the mining
community who are responsible for pioneer-
ing and prespecting work, These men may
be out tor six or 12 months and when they
come to town for two or three days, that
visit to the town is to them equivalent to a
visit to the doetor. Then they retorn to the
eruntry and carry on more pioncering work.
The Government scem to have forgotten the
extent to which these men are severely pen-

aliszd by  the cxisting  heavy railway
freights.

The Premier: Those people are total ab-
stainers.

Mr. CHESSON: Indeed, they are not,
and they find that a eonple of davs’ spree
in a town, after having been buricd in the
bush for perhaps a year, acts like a tonie.
The Premicr is right when he says they are
total abstainers, if he meaus that they are
total abstainers while they are out in the
back blocks. In that case they may remain
total abstainers for perhaps 10 months if
they are away from civilisation all that time,
Reference has heen made to trading in pro-
hibited hours. How will the proposed legis-
lation affect hotels in towns like Lawlers?
The nearest hotel to the one in Lawlers is
at Mt. SBir Samnel, 25 miles away. Then the
nearest to that is at Kathleen Valley, 11
miles away, and then 60 miles further away
is the next hotel at the town of Darlot. How
ean . one officer administer the law in all
those places?! e has no possible ¢chanee of
doing s0. But, of eourse, a gool deal of dis-
eretion is used in the back country, and I can
assure the House that those hotels are run
on geod lines. With regard to the hoard
for the establishment of which the Bill pro-
© vides, I ddo not think there will be any %eed
for it. At the present time, people them-
selves deeide whether reduetions are neces-
sary, and the loeal beneh determines which
hotels shall po out. If we are to have a
travelling hoarl, what will be the expense
attached to it?  The existing arrangement
is far simpler and more economical. The
proposal to make the closing honrs, § a.m.
to 9 pm, apply generally, will mean the
ghutting down of a nomber of clubs. At
the present time the clubs pay as a licensing
tec 24 per cent. on their purchases, and
some of the clubs pay a good deal more
than the hotels ilo. If we are going to adid
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the 9 per cent., many must close down. T
have no time for the gallon licenses, Ex-
perience has proved that these are the li-
censes which are respensible for the =shan-
ties in the back blocks. T remember when
Nay Dawn was going strong after the illicit
Bill Liad been Urougiit forward and it was
thought to stop the supplies to the shanties,
whent the polive vonie to examine the carts
which were going avonmd, they found the
vart notes for the liguor made out to au
Ttalian name, followed by ‘fand ('o.'' Like-
wise when they went inte the store books
they found the company comprised 20 or
30 Ttalians, and the police were un-
able to do anything in the matter. |
have very little time for the gallon license.
As regards the wine lcenses, if there was
better inspeetion to grard against adultern-
tion, there would not be so many complaints
against wine licenses. Seeing that the Bill
can be dealt with in Committee, I have
nothing further to say beyond contending
that the measure as submitted will mean
prohibition by taxation.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildferd) [11.17: I in-
tend to support the second reading, Liquor
reform is one of the most pressing and in-
<istent questions confronting us to-day. This
is undeuialle.  Somc people holl that the
irinking of intoxivants is essential. [ think
ir is largelv a matter of habit, that so many
to the customs of the people that so many
of them to-day require intoxicants, In the
attempt to break down this habit, we have
heen tightening wp the laws for many years
and impesing restrictions on the trade, The
cther night reference was made to the fact
that years ago people nsed to drink beer by
the gallon, I have to admit that I have seen
this sort of fhing in my younger days—a
man who econld drink quarts of beer when
the snow was lyving six fect deep on
the ground. Jt was different beer from
what is  sell to-day. Notwithstanding
that snow was 8ix feet deep on the
ground, that man wag drinking quaris
of beer, not hot spiced beer, bvt cold-drawn
heer from the harrel. I have often seen
men drink it by the quart and it has had no
apparent effect on them.  Bhakespeare has
written ‘*Blessings on your heart, vou brew
wood ale.’’ There was another thine which
could be said in S8hakespeare’s day bLut which
canvot be said  to-day, namelr. that there
was not a headache in a lhogshead. I do
not know that many people to-lay ean sav
that they do not have a headache on the
norning after the night before, showing that
a good des! of the reform brought about is
due to the bad beer which is to-day brewed
and dispensed to the people. I am informed
on very good authority that, prirr to the war
particularly, dray-loads of pgrain used to be
rarted away from the brewery after hgving
been usesl in the brewing of bheer, hut that
to-lay it is almost a rare thing te see any
grain carted away, meaning that most of the
beer consumed to-day is the work of the
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chemist and not of the brewer brewing from
malt and hops. Whether this is correct or
not, I do not know, but I have been informed
so on very reliable authority. I am not a
prohibitionist, but I am regarded in some
quarters as a very moderate drinker. I
do not hold that we should bring in prohi-
bition by legislation. Jf we ilo anything of
a drastic nature ju the matter of raising
revenue, such as is proposed in this Bill, it
will probakly mean bringing in prohibition in
another form and without the consent of a
majority of the peaple. Any law enacted
that has not a majority of the people behind
it will be set at naught. There is not the
slightest doubt about that. Tt is exemplified
by the gambling laws to-day. Cabinet laid it
down with the Commissioner of Police—I
have seen the minute—that under no cirecum-
stances would the use of spinning jennies be
permitted. Yet one can go into the heart of
the eity and see them evéry day, notwith-
standing that the supreme authority in this
State has definitely prohibited their uwse. I
know ‘it will Dbe said that the wse of the
spinning jenny should be permlttel in the
sucred cause of charity.

Mr. Clydesdale: the right, too.

Mr. DAVIES: T admit that the somewhat
wide use of the spinning jenny is largely
justified by the fact that our spiritual leaders
of to-day—the leaders of the churches—not
mnly tolerate it, but permit similar practices
al many of the church bazaars when they
themseclves wish to raise money. This proves
ly my mind that unless we have a majority
of the people with uy, it will be of no use
bringing in a reform by legislation without
the consent of the people. One of the most
debated questions to-dav is whether we should
continue the three-fifths majority and the 30
per eeat. of clectors on the roll provision,
Theoretically the prineiple of a bare majority
is aecepted all round. During the war, had
a bare majority been scenred in favour of
national service, it wounld have been brought
into operation throughout Australia, There-
fore, logieallv, a bare majiority olight
to  bhe oaccepted in this ecase. T am
prepared to admit that if we attempted,
capecially in a  democratie  country like
Australia, to bring into operation 2 law
which would press heavily on  a section
of the people without having a pre-
ponderance of opinion behind us, we may as
well not put that law on the statute-book
as it would not be observed.

Mr, Lambert: Why not apply it to the
election of Parliament?

Mr, DAVIER: T am not defending the
provision; I am merely pointing out that
logically a bare majority should be accepted
and that. in the extreme case of conseript-
ing human life, a bare majority would have
carried the day. When we come to a guestion
like this, one of the main poirts taken by
liquor law reformers is that in the case of
national service a bare majority was suffi-
cient, and therefore, a bare majority should
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be sufficient to carry any reform in the liquor
trade. Logieally these people are right in
their demand for a barc majority, but T
would point cut to those who may be looking
to me to support the absolute majority, that
I cannot.agree to it in a case like this. If
we bring about a reform at all, we want to
retain it and net have it swinging in the
balance. If we got prohibition at any time
on a bare majority vote, when the next loeal
option poll was taken three years later, a
bare majority would be able to swing back
to the old position.

Mr. Lambert: A lot of people do that
voluntarily; they drink for six months and
keep sober for six months.

Mr. DAVIES: That shows that they do
not absolutely need intoxieants. I have
already mentioned that drinking is a habit
and not a necessity. If once we got the re-
form by the three-fifths majority, it would
be retained for pood, because the liquor
people would then be required to get a three-
fifths majority and 30 per cent. of the elec-
tors in order to revert to the trade again.
The day is not long past sinee intoxicants
were sold comparatively ad lib. A reduction
of hours was Dbrought in as & temporary
measure during the war and a majority of
the people tolerated it. Again, hotels
were closed by proclamation at wvary-
ing periods during the war, and there was
no very great outery against this action.

These instances reveal an earnest desire
on the part of the people of Anstralia for
liquor reform. These restrietions  were

aceepted by the people during the war,
owing to the exigencies of the times, and the
fact that they were tolerated then is proof
to me that the people, if they so desired,
could do without the drinking of intoxicants.
The evil of drink, T admit, has been lessened
congiderably by improving the surroundings
where intoxicants arc sold, Members will re-
eollect the old gin-shops and beer demng of
20 years past, and in Auvstralia, too.

AMr. Lambert: Where were the gin shops?
You mean black gins,

Mr. DAVIES: When I eame to this coun-
try they were known as shypoo shops.'I ad-
mit that T bave not seen gin-shops in Aus-
tralia. But members will admit that there
is need to go further than our immediate
surroundings in order to see the evil effects
of drink. Anyone who has been in the older
countrics of the world will know the effect
on the people who consume beer, wine and
spirits. Coming to the question of compen-
sation, here again probably I shall be ex-
peeted to say that compensation should not
be given to the trade.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!

Mr. DAVIES: The Government have
brought in & sort of hybrid measure. It is
enacted that houses which are elosed by
virtue of a local option poll shall receive no
compensation, but houses which are closed as
a result of the onerations of the licenses re-
duetion beard will, nnder this measure, re.
ceive compensation, T want to know from the
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Government how they intend to apply this
principte? How can it be applied? If the
principle is to be adopted at all, it should
be applied all roend. 1 shall have more to
+ay on this matter when the Bill reaches the
Uommittee stage. At present I merely wish
to urge that the compensation provision must
apply either to the whole of the licenses or
to none,

Mr, Lambert: Should the question be re-
opened after the tem years bave expired?

AMr. DAVIES: It is trune that the trade has
been given 10 years' notice. I am as earnest
as any member to bring about the (esired re-
form of the liquor trade, but we must not
close our eyes to the fact that while tbe
trade has had 10 years' notice that certain
houses would be closed, there have-been a
number of houses in the metropolitan area
which have been compelled to effect
improvements, although it was well known
that sooner or later the vote of the
people would result in the places being
closed. Therefore they have been inereasing
the liability of the publican. Tomight I
hold no brief for the publican; I think he is
well able to look after himself, However, |
wish te be fair.

The SPEAKER: The Bill does not prowde
for compensation.

Mr. DAVIES: In certain cases it does, 1
think, Sir. That being so, even the liguor
reform people should recognise the facts.
We must be fair to the publicans, who are
engaged in an honest trade recognised by
the law, and the subject of special taxation.
Notwithstanding the special opinions held by
people who do not indulge in drink, it ought
to be recognised that the owner of a public
house is just as honest and decent a citizen
as any other person in-the community. We
are now about to take away from him what
for years has been his livelihood. I would
not stress this question, buot that, not.
withstanding the 10 years’ notice given
to the trade—

Mr. Lambert: Tmmunity; not notice,

Mr. DAVIES: Notwithstanding that faet,
our licensing courts heve been continuvally
foreing the publican to improve bhis pre-
miser.

Mr, Lambert:
atandard.

Mr. DAVIES: Keeping them up to stand-
ard includedd, in many cases, rebuilding at
considerable expense.

Mr, Lambert: T know one hotel in my dis-
trict which is so dirty that it is not fit to
be burnt down., The place is at Karalee, It
is the filthiest place in the country, and yet
it is licensed.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 thought it was some 20
¥years apo, or more, since bheer was sold in
dens. owever, the hon. member corrected
me when T made that statement, Yet now he
points out to me that the same c¢onditions
obtain to-day. Another matter dealt with
in the Bil! iy the hours of trade. I am glad
there is no suggestion to revert to the old
cloaing hour of 11 p.m. In fact, I am of

No; to keep them up to
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opinion that there is room for furtber im-
provement in this respect. By law, and by
the Arbitration Court, the hours and duties
in almost all business establishmenty, includ-
iny hotels, have been reguluted und restricted.
We ure even going further, and in connection
with inofensive drapery and groeery and
ironmongery establishments the legislature
imposes € pui. s the elosing hour

Hou., W. ¢, Angwin; That is at their own

Fe atest,
My, DAVTIES: That may be, hut let me
tell the hon. member that, whetler it were

done at the reynest ot the shopkeeper or not,
the reform was bound to come about.

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: I say nothing about -
that: I say merely it was done at their own
request,

Mr. DAVIES: Logicaily again, if a similar
demand were made for the t¢losing of hotels
at 4 p.m., we could hardly resist it, If [
may be allowed to digress a little, a claim
was recently advanced that such responsible
people as engine-drivers of passenger
trains should not be permitted to work
over & certain number of hours per
day. These engine-drivers have hundreds
of lives'in their hands. We say to the
shopkeeper that he must not work his em-
Moyees more than 8. hours a day. The
same thing app]les in the ease of hotels.
However, at this juncture I am not advoeat-
ing a further redmetion of hours. ®till, I
do wish to express my pleasure at the fact
that no attempt has been made, at least up
to to-night, to revert to 11 p.m. eclosing. Let
me state another phase of the question of
hours. Tobacconists are now compelled by
law to eloge their shops at 8 p.m., beeause
they sell cigars, cigarettes, and tobacco. Yet
we allow the hotels to remain open until
% pm. Thus while it is illegal for a tohae-
conist to deal in his particular goods after
8 p.m., hotels may deal later in tobacco
goods, which is to the disadvantage
of the small shop-keeper. If any
attempt is going to be made to ex-
tend the elosing hour for hotels to 11
p-m., [ shall ecertainly endeavour to im-
duce hon. members to vote for the closing
of hotels at 8§ p.m. so far a8 regards the sale
of tobaceo and certain other goods. Another
important question is the bana fide traveller
clause, T have observed some peculiar hap-
penings in that eonnection. T lived in a
county where there was no bona fide see-
tion, whilat the county just across the river
hail sueh a provision, The consequence was
that ypeople used to troop across from the
ene county to the other, where the hotels
were open under the hona fide traveller law.
The hotel-keepers themselves are to blame
for the faet that that section is here sought
te he eliminated. T do not say ail the hotel-
keepers are ta h]ame, of course. I lave seen
6 p.m, closing in the Eastern Statesa; and
there, notwithstanding that one is living in
the hotel, ane cannot possibly obtain a drink
after 6 p.m,

Mr, ("lydesdale: One ean get a drink in
Vietoria almost anywhere after 6 p.m.
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Mr. DAVIES: What I have stated is cor-
roct. I speak not from hearsay, but from
fitst-hard knowledge, from my own ezper-
jenee.  Tf as ‘regards the bona fide section
the hotel-keepers gencrally had but taken
reasonable precautions, that section wonld be
safe to-day. I am prepared to admit that
owing to the elimination of a certain feature
of his trade, the hotel-keeper mow is not so
concerned as he used to be about the bona
fide traveller seetion. There was a time
when beer was sold at 3d. per glass and 4d,
per pint; but in those days, if one desired
to consume some beer on the Sunday in an
hotel, one had to pay twice the ordinary
charge. To-day the charge is alike on Sun-
days and week days. At one time the publi-
can uged to make twice ag much profit from a
barrel of beer sold on Bunday as from one
sold on Saturday night. The consequence
was the abuse of the bona fide traveller
section. Many hotel-keepers, let me add, ob-
serve the section fairly. Personally, 1 do not
eare whether the section 19 deleted or re-
tained. For the majority of people it is
better off the statute-book. Those who go
pienicking can easily earry a bottle of beer
with them.

Mr. Lambert: Beer is very heavy to carry.

Mr. DAVIES: It is for the benefit of the
liquor trade that the bona fide section should
be out of the Act. I am delighted to know
that elubs are to be under the same e¢ondi-
tions as hotels. Some question was raised
as to workers’ clubs being under the same
conditions as residential c¢lubs, I hope all
elubs will be placed on the same footing as
hotels. Clubs onght to be subjeet to the same
restrictions as hotels. As for the worker, 1
personally fail to see why he wants a club at
all. I do not see why any person with a
home should want a club. His home should
be his elub, and his club should be his home.
I do not know what the member for North
Perth (Mr. MacCallum Smith) would say if
women had exclusive clubs.

Mr, Clydesdale: Why should not they have
them?

Mrs,
Club.

Mr, DAVIES: Men counsider the absence
of women’s clubs right, simply beeause there
are no women’s cluobs to-day. I know men
who, while indulging in tobacco themselves,
raise objection to a young lady smoking a
cigarette occasionally. If women’s clubs,
with consomption of liguor were brought in-
to existence, I do not kvow what would be
said by bhusbands concerning wives fre-
quenting such clubs. What would those
husbands think of such ‘‘homes from
home'’ for women?

Hon. P. Collier: This is our home from
home lately, and you are contributing a lit-
tle towards making it more so.

Mr. DAVIES: The last point I wish to
touck on at the second reading stage is the
question of revenne. Mueh objection has
been raised to this measure because of an
idea, and a well-founded idea, that the

Cowaa: Ti1ere is the Karrakatta
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Government are looking for extra revenue
under this Bill. But there is nothing in
the Bill to show that the (lovernment are
looking for reveuve.

Mr. Richardson:
thought.

Mr. DAVIES: Though I am willing to as-
sist the Government to get revenue, I do not
think we should step from the sublime to the
ridiculous. I have heard references from
varions speakers, including I think the
Premier, to features of this Bill baving
been copied from Viclorian legislation. The
Bill suggests that the extra amount to be
ccellected from the liquor traffic should be,
not as in Victoria six per cent., but eight
per cent. If we are to follow the Victorian
Act in other respects, I suggest we might
follow it in that respect too, and make the
extra taxation six per cemt.,, and not eight.
I understood the Premier to say that in the
past he has bheen getting from £35,000 to
£40,000 a3 year from the liguor trade, and
that it is intended to raise, under this
measure, something like £110,000.

Hon. P. Collier: No; £140,000.

Mr. DAVIES: That is including the
amount formerly raised.

Mr. Lambert: You know who will pay
for that?

Mr, DAVIES: The consumers,

. Mr. Lambert: Yes; the people you repre-
sent.

Mr. DAVIES: It may be said that the
hotelkeeper, or the brewer, will pay it. Bnt,

That is only a passing

it will be the consumer who will pay,
despite the protestation of the tirade
that they will not pass it on. T ask that

toleration shall be showun, and that those
in tbe House regarded as liguor law re-
formers will remember that the only way
to bring about any real reform is to be
maderate in our demands. From personal
observation, I ean say that immense im-
provement has taken place in the liguor
trade during the last 20 years, and that
while the quality of beer has degener-
ated——

Mr. Uoderwood: Beer is still good.

Mr. DAVIES: But not one-fiftieth
part as good as it was some years ago.

Mr. Underwood: How do you know?

Mr. DAVIES: I am assured that it is so.
While the quality of the beer has degener-
ated, the surroundings have bheen improved
out of all knowledge. I will support the
gsecond reading.

Mr. MeCALLTUM (South Fremantle)
[11.32]: I hope the House will reject the
second reading, T canpot see in the Bill
aoy suggestion of reform. It is purely a
texation measure, framed exclusively with
the object of raising momey. It will enly
deldy reform, for it will give the idea that
the Government have attempted to initiate
raform, and 80 people will be prone to rest,
thinking that some effort has been made to
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effect reform in the law.  XNobody has
attempted to point out where the Bill even
endeavours to secure reform., Perhaps 1
am in error. Perhaps there is one cluuse
claiming merit, the clause which creates
intoxivating liquers by proclamation. In
the whole Rill that is about the only
attempt at reform. There is in the Bill a
number of ridiculous propositions. Instead
of trying to create democratic controel, it
is taking contrel out of the hands of the
people and putting it into the hands of a
board. It goes further, and denies recogni-
tion of the vote the people gave a few
moaths ago. The Government have told us
that they propoese to give effect to the de-
cision of the people in reference to State
control of the liquor traflic. But the Bill
proposes to eliminate from the parent Aect
ail opportunities for expressions of opinion
by the people on the question of State con-
tro) of the liquor trade. 1t takes from the
people the small voice which they now
Lave in the conduct of the business. They
are not to be consulted as to new licenses;
that is to be in the honds of three men
helding office as a board.

Mr, Mann: TIs it not in the hands of
three men, the licensing hench, now?

AMr. Me('ALLUM : No, the lcensing
bench have ne power to create new liceuses.
That has been the position for a number
of years past.

Mr. Mann: But if & livensing district did
not vote reduction, the beneh has power
to create new licenses. That was demoun-
atrated at Toodyay the other day.

Mr. McCALLUM: Because the hotel for
which the new license was issuned was dis-
tant 15 miles from the nearest existing hotel
Apart from that qualifieation, no new licenses
have heen created for a number of years past.
I protest against taking from the peaple the
eontrol of this traffie. It is essentially a
Lusiness about which the peojple themselves
should be consnlted. Tt should be demorra-
tised, instead of which the Bill proposes giv-
jng the control into the hands of two or
three men.  For a number of years 1 way
oue of the members of the Perth licensing
heneh, T regret very much that the Pill makes
no effort at providing some of the requiresd re-
form. I am disanpointed with the measure
tusofar as it applies to clubs, because here
we had a sure way to give the control neces-
sary. T have sat on the licensing bench in
Perth when every member of the bench and
the inspector also have been opposed to the
granting of a new club liccnse, notwith-
standing which we had no power to refuse it.
The court is stripped of all power of opposi-
tion to the pranting of a new clnb license if
the premises are suitalle. There is in the
Bill no improvement in that respeet.

Alr. Pickering: We could make the claus:
dealing with the premises restrictive.

Mr. McCALLUM: But should there be
any distinction between the granting of a
license for an hotel and the granting of a
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license for a c¢lub? The bench lLas to be
satisfied with the building, bat a'art from
that they are stripped of discretion, and un-
tess they set themselves up as absolute
partisans there is no power under the
existing law for the Dbeneh to refuse
a club livense, provided the hnilding is
suitable, T know it 1s generally held that great
quantities of liqunr are contumed in the club.
Generally speaking, that is a mistaken idea.
In most of the c¢lubs there is not nearly se
much Jiquor consumed as is gencrully sup-
posed. I have here the fipures giving the
quantity of liquor consumed in the varions
clubs in the Perth district. The Celtie Club,
with o membership of 3531, eonsumes liquor
ta the value of £9 per member per annum;
the City Club, with 413 members, consumes
£12 worth per member per annum; the Com-
mereial Travellers® Club, with 1,587 mem-
bers, consumes £3 worth; the Freemasons'
Club, with 358 members, consumes £85 worth.
Other clubs are as follows:—Perth Club, 233
members, £8 per head; Perth Bowling Club.
60 members. £3; Perth Flying Squadron, 199
members, £9; Perth Royal Yacht Club, 189
members, £3; Amateur Sports Club, 293
mwembers, £3; West Australian Club, 467 mem-
bers, £10; Cricket Aszoeintion, 691 members,
£1—this elul is not open all the week round:
Tattersall’'s ('lub, 457 members, £9; Weld
Club, 322 members, £3; Civil Service Club,
286 memhers, £0; Naval and Military Club,
365 members, £2; Buffalo ("lub, 190 mem-

bers, £7; Mt. Lawley DBowling Club, 114
mentbers, £3,
Mr. Teesdale: Does not the Fremantle

Club average £32 per head?

Me. MeCATLLUM: T believe that the Fre-
mantle Club ereated a recard. However, Fre-
mantle holils records in most things, so we
should hardly expeet it to be hehind in thia.

Hon, W. (., Angwin: But Fremantl: is
situated quite differently.

My, MeCALLTM:  Many men work on
night shift, and pass to and fro at all hours
of the night, and to this fact Fremantle’s
high average is <doubtless largely due. When
we consider that the highest fizares for any
of the Perth elubs is £12 per member per
annum, which works out at leas than 5s. a
week, it eannot he said that there is a heavy
congumption of liquor in the clubs. Bot for
the life of me T eannot see why clehs shoull
not be open fo the same inspection as are
hotela. At the present time, the clubs arz
surrounded with an armour of legislative pro-
teetion which it is impassible to pieree. Be-
fore a policeman can enter eluh premises for
the purpose of making an inspection, lie has
to get a warrant signed by the chairman or
a memher of the licensing bench. There
might he a riot in one of the cluby. We know
what happened in Broome, There is a possi-
bility that the Chinese at the Weld (lub may
run amok, and a policeman may desire to enter
in orler to save the lives of some of the mem-
bers, but bafore he would have a right to
enter the premises, he wonld have ta find the
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chairman or a member of the licensing bench
and get a warrant.

Mr. MacCallom Swmith: Did not Don Cam-
eron get into the Weld Club without a war-
rant?

Mr. McCALLUM: He only got inte the
meat safe, and a search warrant was not re-
quired to find him. I cannot sece why 2
policeman should not be permitted to inspect
a club if it is deemed necessary, in the event
of misbehaviour, to make such inspection.

Mr, Pickering: Can a policeman make an
inspection of a private house without a way-
rant

My, McCALLUM: If the hon. member ean
compare a private house with a club, he hay
o higher flight of imagination than T have. 1
do not see how a club can be compared with
a private house.

Mr, Pickering: You fave been comparing
a clob with a hotel.

Mr. MeCALLUM: And T maintain that
the two should be precisely on the same foot-
ing. At present, however, one is open to the
publie, while the other is open to members
only. This Bill makes no alteration in the
direction of compelling licensed victuallers
tn carry out the conditions of their licenses.
It is common knowledge that a number of
licensees in the city are boasting that they
have closed their dining rooms. Some of them
have closed up everything cxeopt the bars;
they are not catering for meals or accom-
madation; they are merely deing a har trade.
Thesc licensees are not licensed wine, heer or
spirit merchants. They are lieensed victonal-
lers, and under their licenses they are ve-
quired to provide not only d:ink, but food and
accommoration.  Yet they are being per-
mitted now to boast of having elosed their
dining rooma and dismissed their staff, and
of having no intention of re-opening their
dining rooms, If they are challenged, they
tell one straight out that there is nothing in
the existing law they cannot gat around.

Mr. Teesdale: They blame you for that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T am preparel to tak:
all the responsibility for my work, and 1
ho-e to have the responsibility of bringing
thia omission home to them during the next
few days.

Mr. Pickering: The licenses
board coulid deal with that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: There is nothing in the
Bill to give cither the bench or the board any
more control over licensed rietuallers than is
posscssed at present. If one asks for a weal
now, the licensee tries to find exeuses for not
supplying it, but if one insists on being sup-
plied, he is shown inte the dining room and
is informed—‘We will get vou a meal.”’
The licenree then sends to the restaurant
next door or across the road and keeps the
customer waiting as long as he likes. He
can supply hiscuits and cheese and eall that
a meal, and then charee anvthing he likes
for it. There is no definition of what con-
stitutes a meal or of what may be charged
for a meal. The lieensee can charge anything

reduction
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from £1 to £10 for a dinner, and yet not
have any provision whatever for catering on
the premises.

Mr. Pickering: That did not hold with the.
King Edward Hostel.

Mr. McCALLUM: The hon. member is re-
ferring to the practice of giving drink away
with the meal. The premises were not
licensed at that particular time, and the drink
was being supplied ostensibly free, so long
as onc purchased a meal. I hope the Bill
will not reach the Committee stage, but it
it does, some provision shonld be inserted
to compel licensed victuallers to carry out the
contract under their licenses. There are pala-
tial hotels in the city catering merely for
a bar trade. They employ no kitchen staff
and no dining room staff. They merely have
ohe or two girls looking after the bedrooms,
and they diseourage anyone who goes there
secking lodgings. Further, this is the only
line of business trading with the public that
ean employ Asiaties without the public know-
ing of it. If a Ffurniture manufacturer em-
ploys Asiatics, he has to brand his furniture
aceardingly, but in Perth a great number of
hetels employ isiatie cooks, and no one is
any the wiser. Asiaties are frecly employed
in kitchens in the city, but unless one goes
to the back premises and makes an investiga-
tion, he dors not become cognisant of the
fact that coloured labour is employed.

Mr. Pickering: The cooking is generally
good. ’

Mr, MeCALLUM: Immediately T sit down
to a meal, I can tell by the smell if it has
been cooked by a Chinamau; there is no need
for me to go to the kitchen. I hope the
House will resolve that if these people em-
pley Asiatic labour, there will be some indi-
chtwa of thwe lact to the public just as a
furniture maker has to show if he employs
Agsiatic labour. In Committee I propose to
nmake a novel suggestion which will have the
cffect of letting the public know where
Asinties are employed. If a licensee cares to
employ them, let it be known, but I would
say for the infermation of the member for
Roebourne, who a little while back made an
interjection regarding Fremantle, that there
is not a licensed vietualler at the chief sea-
port who employs an Asiatie. Tf they con-
tinue to employ them this should be made
knewn to the public. I shall have a proposal
to make in that regard when the Bill is in
Committea. I disagree with the idea of re-
gistering bar attendants. I do not know
what good purpose would be served by sueh
a proposal. If an attendant serves an in-
toxicated person he will lose his position,
Notices to that effeet are pested up in every
bar in the eity. TIf a barman refuses to
serve liquor to an intoxicated person he will
probably lose his job, or if he does serve it
in gimilar cases, he will lose his license and
not be able to continue on in his job. Why
should he he made the butt}- Whe is going
tr judge as to when a man is drunk or soher?

Mp, Teesdale: That provision is ridiculous,
and will not go through.
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Mr. MeCALLEM:  Other members have
commended it, and say it is desirable that
bar attendants shoulil be registered,

Mr, Angeto: It has acted well elsewhere.

Mr. MeCALLUM: There is no place in
Australia where that system ix in vogue.

Mr. Angelo: Yes, it iy in South Australia,

Mr, MeCALLUM: In South Australia the
further employment of barmaids was abo-
lished, aml no new barmaids are allowed to
comw into the trade, The barmaids employed
at the passing of that law were registered for
vLecking purposes. Nowhere do we find that
people who are earning their living in this
way have to be registerel, like a dog with a
dise round its neck.

Mr, MaeCallom Smith: Why do you re-
gister nurses!?

Mr. MeCALLUM: In that case it is de-
sired to raise the standard of the profession.
Is anything contained in the Nurses Bill to
the effeet that they shall be deprived of
an opportunity of following their calling if
they do certain things?

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Yes,

Mr. MeCALLUM: That is in the event of
their proving incompetent or failing in their
duty. The Bill provides that if a2 man is
ordered by hia employer to do a certain thing
and he does it he will be sacked, and again,
if he refuses to duv certain things he will be
sacked. I agree that there has been ronsider-
able improvement in the trade of latter years.
There was a time when there was not the same
standard of lahour employed in the trade as
we see to-day. Since the wages and condi-
tions were improved we find a splendid type
of men and women working in that calling.

Hon. P. Collier: The best in Australia.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Tt would he diffieult
to find a better class of people anywhere,
Very few of them would serve drink to an
intoxivated person, or do anything to en-
courage drunkenness. The question will also
arise as to who is to say when a man is in-
toxieated.

The Colonial Secretary: A man is drunk
if he ean neither walk nor talk.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I have a good defini-
tion of a drunken man, and I think perhaps
we might inelude it in the Bill—

He is not drunk that from the floor

Can rise¢ again and drink some more,

But he is drunk who prostrate lies

Without the power to drink or rise.
I hope the obligation of policing the trade,
for that is shat it amounts to, will not be
east upon harmen and barmaids, The re-
sponsibility should attach to those who own
the business. The statement has been made
that the Licensing Court has been insisting
upon c¢ertain improvements to licensed pre-
mises, that licensees have had to enter into
contracts for new buildings, for extension,
and improvements, and that on those gounds
some consideration should be shown to them.
I believe this has huppened in some dis.
tricts, but not in the Perth district. XNe
order has been issued in Perth for any al-
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terations or improvements since I have been
conmnevtedl with the licensing beneh.
- Mr. Mann: What about the Savey Hotel?
Mr. MeCALLUM: That was before any
sueh provision as this was made. I have
heen on the hench for eight vears, and no
order has bven isaued for improvements dur-
ing my term of office.

Mr. Davies: Two hetels in Guild¥ord
have buen rebuilt,
Mr., MeCALLUM: This may have oc-

curred in other districts, and Jdid occur in
Fremantle last week, but it has not occurred
in the metropolitan area. The Bill does not
commend itself to me. It is a measure en-
tirely fur raising money, and contains no
attemp.t at reform. I am not going to help
the Government 10 raise money through a
Bill of this kind. If they want a taxation
measure let them bring one down for that
porpose only, mot under the guise of a re-
form Bill, the ohjeet of which is to put
money into their coffers. The suggested tax
is ridiculous in the extreme. It will not
affect the parties the Government have in
view., Instead of bringing about anything
in the nature of a reform in the trade it
will only delay reform, because it will luld
peaple into the belief that something has
been done, whereas nothihg is being done.
The Bill is an absolute farce.

Mr. MANXN (Perth) [11.58]: I will sup-
port the Bili for the reasons that I will now
relate. The Government are making an ear-
nest attempt to reform the liquor trade. I
have been in a position ta form an opinion
concerning it. ‘The liquor trade in this State
is ay well conducted as it is in any other
State of the Commonwealth, probably better
than in most States, and better than in any
other part of the world, The e¢lass of hotel
we have in the State, particolarly in the
metropolitan area, will compare more than
favourably with the hotels in the other
centres of the Cominonwealth, both on the
seorc of structure and accommodation, and
of the class of .liquor sold. With few ex-
ceptions there are no hotels in the city at
which ‘pecple cannot stay and know that
they are free from molestation and where the
surroundings are not thoroughly respectable.
There may be one or two cxceptions to this
rule, but latterly this type of hotel haa
practieally been driven out of existence.
Some hon. members who spoke on the Rill
last night, especially the member for
Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker), would lead the
House to believe that we are practically on
the verge of decay and ruination through
liquor and the liquor trade. I have looked
up some statistica bearing on the point,
and I find that from 1814 to 1918 eoavie-
tions for drunkenness within the Common-
wenlth fell from 141 per thousand to 86 per
thousand. In the (ommanwealth generally,
and especially in this State, the tendency
has been towards sohriety. Thera is not
now the same amount of drinking as thers
was some years ago. What is needed, and
what this Bill aims at, is uniformity of
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administration throughout Western Aus-
tralia. At present we have in the metro-
politan area a licensing bench which looks
after its business, sees that the Act is
properly complied with, and keeps the trade

in order. In some other portion of the
State  another licensing bench functions,
and 8 not so strict as the metropolitan

bench. There have been cases of a publican
whose application for a license had been
suceessfully resisted in one district, going
away to another district and through the
medium of a dummy securing a license
there, TUunder this Bill that kind of thing
would not be possible,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why not?

Mr. MANN: Because there wounld be
only cne licensing board.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Bill does not
say there shall be only one board.

Mr. MANXN: The onc board can make
one district, or a8 many districts as it
chooses,

Hon' W. C. Angwin: But the Bill does
not say that there shall be only one board.

Mr. McCailum: The board would not
know the dummy was up.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: The Bill says that a
person may be appointed a member of two
or more licensing boards.

Mr. MANN: In Vietoria the bhoard sys-
tem undonbtedly has produced greaf re-
forms. Convictions for drunkenness are
lower per thousard in Vietoria than in any
other Australian State. The annual total
of convictions for drunkenness in Victoria
is down to 3,000, as against 21,000 in New
Scuth Walea, 11,000 in Queensland, 3,000 in
South Australia, and 4,000 in Western Aus-
tralia. I suggest that the good conduct of
the trade in Vietoria is due to the manner
in which the licensing hoards there carry
out their duties, and in my opinion the
trade here will be much better losked after
by one board controlling the whole of the
State.

Hon. W. . Angwin: But the Bill does not
say there shall be only one board.

Mr. MANN: That is the way I read the
measure, It practically says there shall be
one board, That board will have the power
to say what hotels shall exist, and——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is the reduction
board you are speaking of.

Mr. MANN: The reduction hoard will
take the place of the licensing bench.

Hon. W. C. ‘Angwing Not under this Bill,

Mr. MANN : The reduction board will
have the power to refuse licensea and to
grant licenses,

Hon. W. {. Angwin: No; not under this
measure. Read Clause 4.

Mr. MANN: I will discuss Cilanse 4 with
the hoa. member directly.

Hon. W. C. Apngwin: You are mixing up
the two boards—the reduvtion board and
the licensing board.

Mr. MANN: Under our present system,
the vote of the people in one district is for
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reduction, and in another distriet for con-
tinnance. Let me take the cases of Mid-
land Junetion and Guildford. They are in
the one licensing district, but they are two
distinet towns,  Midland Junction voted
for continuance, while Guildford voted for
reduction. The licensing bench therewpon
interfered with no hotels at Guildferd, but
elased two at Midland Junction. I hoid
that the present system is inadequate to
meet the requirements of the control of the
liquor trade. Therefore I favour the pro-
posed board under this Bill. The measure
will, in my opinion, need certain amend-
ments. I have placed on the Notice Paper
amendments relating to Clauses 15 and 21.
Further I intend to move in the direction
of preventing an hotel being shifted from,
say, the Ocean Beach into the centre of
I'erth, as might possibly result from the
power of the hoard to make any number
of districts inte one district. I shall move
an amendment providing that there can bhe
no new license in any district, even though
several districts may be joined into onme.
Clause 47, I think, also requires amend-
ment; and I intend to move accordingly.
Under the claunse as it stande there is no
appeal from the board’s decision, even
though that deeision should conflict with
all our ideas of equity and of justice.
Further, I regard the revenue clause as too
high, and in Committee T shall move for o
reduction in that respect, and also for pay-
ment of part of the compensation by the
landlord, ingtead of the whole being paid
by the licansee. Subject to these reserva-
tions I support the second reading, and’
hope it will be earried.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. HICKEMOTT (Pingelly) [12.8 am.]:
I have listened carefully te the various
speeches delivered on this Bill, and I agree
with the opinion expressed by many mem-
bers that the measure is not what we ex-
pected. It seems really a taxation Bill; but
money has to be raised somewhere, and per-
haps drink s a Juxury that is as well able
to stand taxatiop as anything else is. How-
ever, the proposed percentage of taxation is
possibly rather high, I was pleased to learn
from the last speaker that throughout Aus.
tralia there is a tendeney towarda increased
sobriety. 1 was glad also to learn from the
member for South Fremantle that the per-
centages in the varions clubs are not what
we might have eXpected them to be. 8till,
we are told that the drink bill of Western
Australia is higher than that of any other
Australian State,

Mr. Mann: That is not correct.

Mr. HICKMOTT: If the drink bill of West-
ern Australia runs into about two and a
half millions per annum, it is a tremendous
amount, I am one of these who hold that
higher efficiency is attainable in the abaence
of drink. Though uot a pledged teetotaller,
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I think Detter results would be achieved if
we used no intexicating liquors whatever.
Although I am not fully in accoid with the
Bill, I shall support the second reading, be-
licving that the measure will receive von-
siderable amendment in Committee, To the
three-fitths majority I am ahsolutely opposed.
It a simple majonty suffices to eleet a wman
ur a womun to this honourable House, or
suffices to impose-conseription, or for an al-
teration of the constitution, it should alse
be good enough for the amendmeut of the
licensing law of this State. 1 am in favour
of the absolute majority being suflicient for
the deeision of such a «uestion, and then the
people themselves can deal with the matter,
We should do away with the provision re-
garding the 30 per cent. majority. We call
ourselves 8 demneratic people.  The altera-
tions I suggest regarding the voting would
be a step along the lines of democraev. I
will not detain the House at this late lour,
but simrly content myself with stating the
attitude I intend to adopt. We wounld have
more cfiiciency if we did away with the
drink. I do not held with the member for
Cue (Mr. Chesson) that drink is necessary
or beneficial for men- working in mines,

Mr. Chesson: Because you have mnever
worked down a mine.

My, HICKMOTT: I believe there are many
ways in whieh men can improve their health
without the aid of drink. We have an ex-.
ample before us in the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin}, who
is a total abstainer. Some hon. memberg con-
tend that if he did drink, it would make him
better, but I think it would make him worse,
T intend to support the second reading of
the Bill, but I trust amendments will be
agreed to in Committee to make the measure
mo:e reasonable and acceptable to peaple
than it is at |resent.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN (XNorth-East Fre-
mantle) [1212]): I rise to say a few words
with a eertain amount of diffidence in re-
gord to the Bill, T do not suppose that any
person in Weatern Australia has received
more abuse regarding the Licensing Act than
I have during the past 11 years. It has been
said that there are some reasons for it and
it the reasons given in gome instances were
based on facts, it would be all right. TIf
}rohibition were given effect to, it would not
affect me personally lLeeause at the present
time the Federal law protects me against
prohibition. Under the Federal laws,
brewers’ licensea amil 2-gallon licenses are
dealt with, and as I am supposed to he
affected by femes from a hrewery every
morning, Parliament ean rest assured that
the 2-gallon license will remain, in ecansequence
of which I shall he immune from the effects
of any prohibition law. By way of inter-
jection, I said that prohibition counld not be
introduced in Western Australia until it had
been introduced in other parts of the (‘om-
monwealth ag well, becaude the Federal law
overrides State legislation. It is uvseless for
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us to insert anything in a Bill to prohibit
any brewery, or any vperson holding a 2-
gallon livense, from carrving on their busi-
ness, so long as the Federal law is in exist-
ence.  As a matter of fact, all 2-gallon
livenres and brewery licenses are governed by
the Federal Exeise Act; consequently, we can-
not interfere with that law, There aie many
directions in which we can improve the posi-
tion, Like others of my colleagues on the
Opposition side of the Touse, I maintain
that the Bill is a step backwards. Instead
of making for the improvement of our licens-
ing laws, the reverse will be achieved if the
Bill is passed. Perhaps there is some reason
tor that.  Most hon. membeis are aware
that I was responsible for the introduetion
of the time compensation clause, instead of
monctary compensation, over a period of 10
years. There was no doubt in my mind that
under the law as it existed, any person who
reecived a license got no goarantee that his
license would be extended after a period
of 12 months. That being =0, I was
convineed that we were morally bodnd to
reew that person’s license so long as the
licenvee carried out the provisions of the Lie-
ensing Act. Further than that, the holder
of the license was compelled by law to pro-
vide certain accommodation, and te spend
certain money in the ercetion of buildings
before licenses could be granted. Therefore,
while legally the license held was only good
for 12 months, we were morally bound, in
the faee of sueh conditions, te renew it,
There was considerable diversity of opinion
on the point. At the request of some of my
temperance friends, particularly in Freman-
tle where the Church Temperance Sorciety,
comprising representatives of the wvarions
churches, approached me in the matter, 1
introduced a clause to wipe out any doubt
that existed in the minds of some people re-
garding the renewal of licenses. An amend-
ing Bill was introduced in 1911, and provi-
sion was made for a reduction board on
somewhat similar lines to that supggested in
the Bill. Those clavses were struck out, how-
cver, and considerable attention wasg given
to the question of whether there should be a
time limit fixed over a period of 15 years
or 10 years or monetary compensation paid.
We succeeded finally, with an almost unani-
mong vote of Parliament in deciding upon
a 10 years’ eompensution clause. Since then
cvery person who has erected an hotel has
known from the start the position in which
he stood: that after the cxpiration of 10
veara, if he had to ¢loser up, he would not get
monetary compensation.

Mr. Davies: The licensing board can deal
with hotels despite that provision.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Under the Licens-
ing Act, provision is made for certain things
to be done and the board ean ¢lose up hotels
if licensees do not comply with the conditions
under which they, hold their lirenses. If,
however, the licensees complied with those
conditions, they could take advantage of that
10 years' provision. XNow what is the posi-



[14 Decemeer, 1921.]

tion? This law had not been in existence
more than two or three years before eertain
persong connected with the temperance party
advocated a repeal of the honourable contract
entered into with those engaged in the trade,
And a Bill with that objeet was introduced
in this Chamber. T then predicted that, be-
fore the end of the 10 years, there would be
an agitation from tbe other side for exten-
gion of the time, or for compecsation. In
the Bill before us, we have the fulfilment
of that prediction. When arrangements were
entered into with regard to compepsation,
each side should have endeavoured to keep
the compact, Although T was a member of
the Government which brought down the Bill
to break that compact, I opposed the Bill.
Por that I have bean roundly condemned.
Possibly from this time forward@ I shall be
relieved from having to accept responsibility
for all murders and suicides and for the
fate of all those-who have got into difficulties
through drink. When I oppored that Bill,
the leaders of the temperanee movement wrote
me a Jetter, in the course of which they placed
on me exclugive responsibility for all mur-
ders, suicides, and convictions, the result of
drunkenness. My time has now expired, and
to-day J suppose I can regard myself as free
onee  more.

Mr., Mann: You have served your time.

Mr. Boyland: Were they good Christian
people?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They were sup-
posed to be. If T had got home from the
House earlier than 2 ¢’clock this morn-
ing, or if I had not had to leave my home
again very early this morning, T would have
bhrought here a letter containing a resolution
earried against me and those assoeiated with
me by the Methodist Chureh. I do not care
whom I may offend or please in respect of
this question. T agree with the member for
Guildford (Mr, Davies) that we must take
a fair and just view of the position. What
has been the effect of the Lieensing Act dur-
ing the last few years? For years have I
canvassed the East Fremantle distriet every
three months in order to opnose the granting
of licenses. And not only have I thus can-
vassed the distriet four times in each year,
but I have attended at the licensing ecourt
day after day at my own expense so that 1
might serutinise and swear to the signatures
on petitions opposed to the granting of lie-
enses, Those who condemned me have never
done that, but have contented themselves
with getting on the platform and making
speeches. Since the passing of the Licensing
Act in 3911 not one mew license has been
granted in the metropolitan area; nor has
there been necessity for any person to go
around the district in order to induce a
majority of the ratepayers to oppose the
issue of new licenses. If we have not gained
in anything else, we have certainly gained to
the extent that there has been no increase in
the number of licenses in the metropolitan
area.
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Mr. Pickering: On the contrary, there have
been decreases. .

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: Only within the
last few weeks. Can anybody honestly say
that the Licensing Aect in force during the
past 11 years has not been beneficial to the
State? 1f it has done neothing else it has
served to keep in check the number of lic-
enses; yet in face of that and other bLenefits
conferred by the Aect, we find men ready to
abuse those who framed the Act which en-
ables the people to vote against increased
ticenses. The Bill represents a retrograde
step, in that it wipes ont that provision.
When the vote has heen carried against in-
creases, no licenses ean be granted within
15 wiles of an existing license. So, in the
metropolitan area, we have had no new lie-
enses, That is the law tfo-day. It ig true
that a liceuse ean be transterred. Times
without number before the passing of the
Act, did we have demands made for a license
in the populous district of Leedervillee TUn-
der the Bill that license conld be granted
against the wish of the people.

Mr. Munsie: And will be,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN: Only to-day have
I received a letter from a Mr. Grove,
who adveeates that the petition should be
taken of the majority of the residents
within a 10-mile radius of the site of a pro-
posed new hotel, Why, if I had my way,
I would restrict the radius to half a mile!
A man who advoeates the cxtension of such
a radius to 10 miles does not know what he
is talking about, has never canvassed a dis-
triet. 'With the voting spread over a radius
of 10 miles, it would be impossible to defent
the issue of a new license in auny district,
Those most likely to oppose the granting of
a new license are those living nearest to the
sitc of the proposed mew hotel.  Under Mr,
Grove’s proposition, a person living at Cot-
tesloe Beaeh would have a vote in respect of
a new license in either Fremantle or in
Perth, 1In a big area it is the easiest thing
imagiuable to get signatures in support of a
new license. My experience is that the
smaller the area fixed, the ensier it was to
oppose a license, because very few people wish
io have a licensed house established near to
them., The provision that any person within
a radius of five miles should have a right to
say whether a license shoull be granted in
a certain centre represents a backward step,
and I am surprised at those representing the
temperance party suggesting that the radius
be inercased to 10 miles, Those people do
not know what they are talking abeut and
1 am satisfied they have not done any work
in connection with licenses.

Mr, Davies: They have another point in
view, namely that there may be a no-license
majority in the surrounding district.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But the people will
rol express their opinion by way of a vote.
If it were so I would offer no objection. It
ia proposed that this he dene by petition.
Very often people will sign o petition in
order to get rid of the individual who asks
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them to sign, but if they had a vofe, they
would express themselves in the opposite
direetion. This provision is net for a vote,
Jbut for the signing of a petition. Scores of
people will sign a petition without knowing
what it is for, simply because it wiil not
nffect them. They will sign mercly to pet
rit of those who ask them to sign.

Mr. MeCallum Smith: Some of them would
sign their own death warrant,

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: If the Bill pro-
vided for the taking of a vote, I would offer
no objection. However, the ballot bex is to
be removed and the power to present a peti-
tion is to be given to a majority of the
residents, not electors, within a five miles
radins of the proposed licensed house. At
the ecourt the Commissioner of Police will he
represented, but so long as the petition bears
o majority of the signatures, there can be
no opposition te it. A majority is required
in a certain area and the magistrate can
then grant the license. That is all that is
necessary.

Mr. MeCalluin: Cannot the magistrate as-
certain how many there are in the distriet?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No, that would be
impossible,

Mr. Mann: I understood you to say there
would le no vote,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: That is so.

Mr. Mann: Have you read Sections 29 and
30¢

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The vote will be
entirely on no-license. That will be the only
matter aubmitted to a vote.

Mr. Mann: Or on the question whether a
licensc shall be renewed or transferred.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: No, only onc vote
will be submitted under this measure; that
of mno-license. The hon. member will find
that before a new license can be granted, a
petition signed by a majority of the resi-
dents within & radius of five miles of the
proposed new license must be presented. In
a fairly well populated disirict, the applica-
tion of the five-mile radius would make it a
very easy matter to get the requisite number
of signatures. If the applicant were re-
stricted to a radius of a quarter of a mile,
it would be impossible for him to get the
requircd number. I am speaking from ex-
perience of the provision that required the
signatures of ratepayers and not merely of
residents. The Government have taken a
barkward step by submitting this proposal.
They are taking another baekward step by
proposing to allow an increase of licenses to
be granted by the bhoard in any way what-
ever. When the Bill reaches the (‘ommittee
stage, T would like to see the local option
clauses of the present Aet embodied in it.
The pubtie in 1ny district should have a right
to sav whether there shall be any inerease or
decrease in licenses, aml they are the only
people who should he considered,

The Premier: The experience in Victoria
i against you.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not think so.
I agree that the vote should apply to all
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licenses, but surely no person should have a
right to say whether 'a liconse thould be
pranted in a partieolar district unless the
people have, by a local option vote condueted
hy a Government official, signified tlheir ap-
proval.  We should not be satisfisl merely
with signatures or a petition, This is one
clause of the Bill which I consider te be
detrimental to the interests of the commun-
ity. Now let us consider the vompensation
clause,  We most remembor that every p.r-
son in the trade has had 10 years' notice.
Now, however, the Premier provides in this
Bill for the trade to compensate itself out
of one per cent, on the purchase, If the
Premier’s estimate of £140,000 is correct,
one per cent. will be equal to about £17,000
a year. We are to have a board of three
members who must have a seeretary, and in
all probability will require a valuer as well
as an office and a staff of three or four
typists. Now I ask members: How much of
that £17,000 will be left-to devote to the
closing of hotels?

The Premier: About £14,000,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Never. I have never
yet known of a board working continuously
as the proposed board must work, who could
manage their business at a cost of £3,000 a
year. Suppose they succeeded in doing so,
how many hotels could they close? Suppose
the whole £17,000 were made available, how
many hotels could they close?

The Premier: In Victoria they cost a
little aver £500,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier ean-
not compare Victoria with Western Austra-
lin. Tt is all very well to quote the position
of Victoria, but a very large number of the
hotels closed in that State were old and very
small buildings which ecould well be done
without, In Western Australia, however, the
provisions of the Licensing Aect have been
such that a great majority of the hotels are
far better than many of the hotels even in
the city of Melbourne, The conditions are
not comparable, hut let us consider Bourke-
atreet for a moment: Could the hotels of
Bourke-street, Melbourne, be compared with
those of High-street, Fremantle? Taking the
size and population of the two places, it must
be admitted that Bourke-street does not pos-
sess hotels of either the same size or standard
as High-street, Fremantle, T mention this to
show that the proposed licenses reduction
board is a farce.

The Premier: It is not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No hotels will be
closed exeept one or two in the back hlocks
where mines are closed down, and where the
clags of building is small and which would
eventnallv bhe eclosed whether there was a
raiduction hoard or not. The reduction board
will make no Aifference in the closing of
hotels. The Premier proposes te take a
rote once in three years. Why is there any
necessity for this seeing that every three
vears the people will he voting on the ques-
tion? Why should we build up a bhoard with
officers and staff and bring abont increased
taxation when the people themselves can do
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the work reguire] once in three years. The
Bill is an ill-eonsidered one, and is a retro-
grade step as compared with that of 1911.

Mr. Davies: Some explanation will be re-
quired about the reduction board and the
local option poll.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: We want to bring
about reform in the matter of drinking, It
is useless for me to deal with hotels or clubs,
beeause I am not fully acquainted with them,

The Premier: You are not an authority on
them.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: I have scarcely
ever been inside one, Two years ago I bad
the pleasure of spending a few weeks in
England. One of the things that surprised
me more than anything else was to see how
little intoxication there was on the part of
the people, The reason for this was that the
strength of intoxicating liquors had been re-
duced. During the time I was there I only
saw three men that appeared to be the
worse for liquor. Here we can go info almost
any shop of any note and can buy something
in the way of an intoxicating driak, such as
Sedna, which contains 37 per cent. of proof
spirit. Intoxieating wines are alse sold there
as medicine, No license is required for these
things. Many forms of intoxicant are being
gold without a license. -Some of our shops
would seorn the idea of keeping a licensed
house, and yet they sell these things and de-
ceive the people. This is the eanse of a good
deal of the intoxication that is seem in our
midst.

Mr. Money:
after that.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: We should re-
duce the standard of the liquor that is sold.

Mr. Mann: Do you not think it is too
hight

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: By reduecing the
standard in all probability we shall assist
those who drink to excess, and prevent them
_from finding themselves in the position that
they are too often in. What a farce it is
to license a man to sell intoxicating drinks,
and then to fine a man, and often imprison
him, for drinking it!

Mr. MeCallum: Lieense the man who does
the drinking.

Hon. W. (", ANGWIN: The Premier de-
gires to see that the more = man drinks the
more he contributes to the revenue. Does he
also propose that ihe fines in the palice court
should be inecreased to the man who drinks?
State hotels are eliminated so far ag the local
option is concerned. I ghould like to know
why that is so. The majority of the votes
that were recently passed were cast in
favour of State hotels. In the face of this
expression of opinion on the parl of the
publie, why is this provigion strnck out?
There will be great difficulty in this State
in petting prohibition until our hotels be-
come State hotels. Some people say ‘‘If we
have State hotels the Treasurer will use them
for the purposc of obtaining revenue, and
once he gets hold of them he will strongly
oppose the closing down of any State

We have inspectors to look

o
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hotel.”” Once we get State hotels we will
wipe out the private institution. When we
take a vote of the people we will not have
the private hotels to fight. The people will
not fight themselves. No Government dare
fight the people. We shall therefore have a
fair and just vote expressing the opinion of
the people in regard to State hotels. If they
wipe them out they will only be wiping out
their own property. There will be no big
funds gathered together for the purpose of
fighting the question when the people as a
whole have to deeide it. I am, therefore,
gorry that State hotels are struck out so far
as our local option vote is concerned. I was
surprised to hear the remarks of the mem-
ber for Leederville (Capt. Carter) the other
night. I trust there are not many members
holding similar views. It ia possible for any
person to mend his ways, and I do not hold
with the hon. member’s argument that be-
canse a man bas erred once he will always
err, or that because g man breaks the law
once he will always do so. Aeccording to the
member for Leederville, once a man breaks
the law—and it is purely a civil law—he
must suffer for his erime for life. He said
*1f a barman did not’ carry out the pro-
visions of the Act strietly, and is once ﬁl:Jed
for a breach of the Act, I would eancel hia
registration and never register him again.'’
We were taught from our boyhood days to
extend charity to every individual.
Mr, Troy: This is charity!

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: And yet we find
the member for Leederville preaching a doc-
trine of that description. He would commit
a man to penal gervitude for life, because
he once happened to break the law. It is a
wrong argument to bring forward, and such
action would be wrong to take. I hope not
many members will support the member for
Leederville. I am not going to say that a
licensce is responsible for every breach of

- the licensing law comnitted in his hotel

Many men who are apparently licensecs of
hotels are really onlty the managers. They
are neither owners nor the actual licensees.
A cage within iy knowledge, which occurred
not many years ago, was that of a manager
who was told very straight that his returns
had to be higher. He krew what that meant.
It meant that if he did not make bigger re-
turns, out he would go. To enable him to
secure the larger returns, he had to take
ricks; and eventuwally he was caught. But
the actual owner or licensee, as distinguished
from the manager, had protected himself by
including in the lease a provision that if
there was a breach of the licensing law the
leage could be terminated.

Mr. Me(allam: The same thing would
apply to barmen if they were licensed. -

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. The man-
ager I refer fo had to commit offences
against the licensing law in order to secure
bigger returns. 1 agree with the member for
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South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) that a
barman, if licensed, would find himself sub-
jocted to exactly similar conditions. If he
fails to sell liguor, he will be dismissed; if)
he sells it, and is caught, he will likewise
be dismissed.  Then, according to the mem-
ber for Leederville, he should be forever de-
barred from following the oecupation of
barman. I observe that the member for
Perth (Mr. Maun) is under misapprehension
with regard to what [ may term the ap-
pointment part of the Bill, He believes that
there is to be one board for the whole of the
State. But what the Bill provides is that
cne man may be a member of move licensing
boards than one. The hon member has
mixed up the eourt and the hoard. I am not
going to worry as regards the proclamation
to be issued by the Government., At the
same time, we can honestly declare that it is
not equity to put a tax on a drink which a
man thinks is beneficial to him—be it so or
not—and let another man go free simply be-
canse he does not drink the same kind of
drink, I hope that if the Bill goes through,
the House will sce that everyboedy is served
alike.

Mr, Troy: But those who take liquor get
more fun out of life than you and I do.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Let the hon, wem-
ber make no mistake about that. Thoese others
get headaches; we do not. Perhaps the Pre-
ntier, recognising that he has no power to put
excise duties or special taxation on tea and
various corlials, simply tor that reason puts
them on alcoholic liquors. I contend that those
who abstain from intoxieating liquor should
be subjected to additional taxation in the
same proportion as those who take such liquor.
It is true that the Commonwealth gets a vory
large sum aunually from the sale of intoxi-
cating liguor in Western Australia; seme
£600,000 or £700,000 a year, I think. But
let me point out to the memhber for Katauningy
{Mr. A. Thomson) that the Commenwealth
spends a large amount of money in Western
Australia, Commonwealth old age aad in-
valid pensions, for instance, are pail here
and over £40,000 is paid annually as a mater-
nity bonus, Thus some of this money ecomes
back to the State. There must he some further
reventre raiged in Western Australia by the
State Government; bat, in my opinion, 3 per
eent. is too large an increase, Une fan tax
a man indireetly to the extent of 2(s. without
his remarking upon it; but if he is ecalled
upon to pay 2s. Gd. in direct taxation, he is
inclined to kick up a row. Possibly the aver-
age man will not trouble much about this
taxation, beeanse it is to be taken from him
in driba and drahs. But, if we want reform of
the liquor trafie, we must, firstly, introduce
the nevessary  legislation to  reduce  the
strength of intoxicants, and, secondiy, refrain
from giving to any body of men the power
to inc¢rease the number of licenses, without
-the cousent of the people, cxpressed by bal-
lot, in the partieular distriet eoncerned. This
last is one of the principal provisions of our
present liquor legislation, Qtherwise we shall
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be taking a backward step. For that reason L
must vote against the second reading of the
Bill.

Mr, STUBBS (Wagin) [12.58]: The most
important measure that has come pefore Par-.
liament during the present session is now
under discussion. The Bill has been brought
in at the cleventh hour, and hon, members are
expected at this stage to go fully iuto the
measure, applying to it all the intelligence
they are possessed of, in order that a suit-
able means of dealing with an important
qnestion may be placed on the statule-book.
Before embarking on a criticism of that
measure, let me say to the Premier that it
would be well, after the seceond reading las
been carried—I understand from the expres-
sions of opinion given by many members that
the second reading will be passed—to refer
the Bill to a select eommittee. T hope the
hon. gentleman will accept that adviee in ihe
spirit in wbich it is tendered fo him. I am
confident there are members of this Chamber
who will be prepared to afford the Govern-
ment all possible assistance throngh a seleet
committee which can become a Royal Com-
mission after the session closes. There is
absolutely no possibility of the measure re-
eviving adequate consideration between now
am! the close of the session. To have the
Bill carefully considered by a select commit-
tee would result in a measure of far grester
valug than that which the Fremier is now
seeking to pass into law. Eleven years ago,
the present Lieensing Aect was under con-
sideration for many weeks both in this Cham-
ber and in the Upper House. One or two
of the main principles of the Aet are well
north remembering. A time limit was pro-
vided for hotelkeepers rather tham monetary
compensation, It was provided that in April
1621 a referendum of the people had to be
taken, and if any distriet voted in favour of
a reduction of licenses, it was compeient for
the licensing authorities to ile-lieense the re-
yaired number of hotels in the distriet af-
Tected. The present Bill contemplates ile ap-
pointment of a board te contril nll Heenses
m the future, to decrease the number of li-
censes in existener. and o award monetary
campensation to those hotelkeepers whe vill
Bove to o st ol business in cansequenec 9t
the wperation «f fhe measure. | remember sell
the debates that trok place regarding the Li-
eensing Aet and the eontroversy that raged
through the colomns of the Press. Various
organisations ‘‘slang-wanged’’ all and sun-
dry who did not see eye to eve with them
regarding the fairness or otherwise of the leg-
islation. At that time, I considered the leg-
islation was effective. In my opinion, no law
will ever be passed in Western Australia which
will have the effect of prohibiting the sale of
liquor here, I helieve Western Australia
should go in for a greater consumption of
liquor than at present, more particularly in
the idireetion of light wines. Far foo mneh
whisky is comsumed in this State. One has
only to go to the (lontinent and see what goes
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on in Italy, France, and Spain where light
wines are consumed to a greater extent to
realise the almost total absence of drynken-
ness in the streets. I{ would be an cye-
opener to anyone accustomed to whai we see
iu Perth to observe the way the people drink
in those countries, I feel confident that we can
produce far better wines than are sold in
France or Spain or Italy. Wine is a bever-
age that should be on evervone's table. So
Jong as I am connected with publie life in
Western Auatralia, I will not advocate the
abelition of drinks, such as light wines, 1
regret the system which has growa up under
which so many adults prefer to drink whisky
anl  other spirits, rather than the light
wines, the comsumption of which would
" ussist our people who own vineyards in
various parts of the State. I am in accord
with many of the remarks of the member
for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker), particu-
larly when he stated that over-indulgence
i aleohol and spirits tended to decrease
the will power of the individual. I hope
the time is not far distant when these
heavy alcoholic beverages, which are mostly
obtainable in hotels, will he rejected in
favour of light wines, Tt is uscless to go
inte all the clavses of the Bill at such an
early hour of the morning, but there are
one or two points [ desire to mention. Dur-
ing the many years I have been identified
with puoblic life in Western Australia, I
was closely associated at owe period with
several clubs in the eity. I remember that
the membership of some of those clubs
congisted largely of boys from 18 to 21
vears of age, who were fond of yachting
and squatie sports on the Swan River. Oue
thing that struck me at the time was that
the boys used to make a habit of meeting
on Saturday nights and indulging in not
one or two glasses of ale, which would not
have done them any harm, but they evi-
deneed a teudency to take more than was
good for them. I regret to state that some
of them aequired the habit of taking too
mueh liquor, and in after years this led to
their downfall. As a member of several
clubs now, I know that some are not con-
ducted as they should be. Whatever form
the legislation finally takes, I consider some
measure of reform could be achieved in
eliminating some of the objectionable
features which characterise the eonduct ot
some clubs in Western Australia. Clubs
should close their strangers’ rooms at the
game time as the ordinary hotelkeeper has
to elose his premises, particularly seeing
that the latter has to pay higher fees in
respect of his privileges. Sunday trading
in some clubs should be placed on the same
footing as in the hotels. Such reform would
be to the advantage of everyone coneerned.
I do not sec eye to eye with the Premier
when he says that he should receive from
£140,000 to £160,000 in revenne from the
trade. There is sueh a thing as killing the
goose that lays the golden egg. Just as
surely as the provision for 9 per eent. be-

2417

comes law, will the publicans pass on the
imposition on their business takings te the
consuming public. Should that be so, in-
stead of paying 94. or 104. for a nobbler of
whisky, the consumer will have to pay Ila,
or 1s. 2d, If the Premier would be satisfied
with 5 per cent, or 6 per cent. om the
liguor consumed, he would secure a much
Jarger revenue, because if the enhanced
prices rule as I predict, men will refrain
from drinking. The hotelkeepers will not
be game to tuise their prices beyond the
prefent scale, whereas if nine per ceat. is
imposed they will e compelled to charge
more. In Committee soine amendment
ought to be made of the proposed fees.
Another thing unfair in the Bill is the tax
the hotelkeeper has to pay oan the duty paid
on spirits. That tax ought to be left out
altogether. The imposition of six per cent.
would bring in at least £100,000 per annum,
1 hope the Premier will not foree the Bill
through in its present form, becanse it con-
talns a number of objectionable provisions
which call for considerable discussion. I
will support the second reading in the hope
that the Prewier will .allow the Bill to go
to a sele¢t committee. Then, at the be-
ginning of the next session, aided by the
report of that select committee, we shall

be able to produce a Teally desirable
meisure.
Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaeo) [1.12]:

After all the deputations that have waited
on Miuisters in respect of the liguor ques-
tion, and the arguments indulged in at elec-
tion time, one wouwld Dbave thought the
Government would bring down a measure
bristling with reform. 1 have searched the
Bill, but I fail to see in it any great reforn,
I agree with the memher for North-East
*Fremantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin) that there
is discernible right through the Bill a dis-
tinetly retrograde tendency. There does not
appear to be any desire on the part of the
Premier for real reform. Therefore, I will
vote against the second reading, for I be.
jieve a measure entirely suitable to the re-
quirements of the people could have. been
brought down, Recently a poll on this ques-
tion was taken throughout the State, as a
resuit of which we are familiar with the views
of the majority of the people. It is because
of that, I say a suitable Bill could have been
framed, In all probability the Bill will pass
the second reading, but in Committes I will
have a good deal more to say. The Premier
could not have been sincere in urging reform.
In my opinion he has introdunced the Bill
with the sole object of gaining revenue. It
is a clumgy way of achieving that purpose,
and I feel inclined to oppese amy taxation
in this direction, because there are other
direet and moere equitable means of raising
revenue. I am prepared to help the Gorv-
ernment get momey in other directions but
not through the Bill. The Bill provides for
the taking of a loeal option poll, it is true,
but provision is also made that a three-fifihs
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majority must be gained to earry a question.
I am entirely opposed to anything but a
gimple majority. Those interested in the
trade say that drink is a good thing for the
State, while on the other band temperanve
reformers declare that it is absolutely bad.
I am not prepared to say whether it is good
or bad. The Government, by providing for
a poll, show that they do not feel themselves
qualified to decide whether drink is good or
bad, and so they prefer to leave it {o the
peeple. If the Government are prepared to
allow the people to settle the question, then
in my view it should be scttled on a simple
majority, as would be any other question.
Apgain, the Bill provides that when a poll ia
taken 30 per cent. of the electors on the roll
must vote in favour of a resolution before it
c¢an be carried. Why was this provision in-
gerted? If the electors are so apathetic as
to neglect to turn wp and vote, surely it is
their own fault, and not the fault of the
Government. Tt 3s entirely wrong for the
Government to say to those interested,
whether the liquor trade or the temperance
people, ‘“You must provide a 30 per cent.
vote or else no notice will be taken of the
poll.’’ Tt will be said that the three-fifths
majority is insisted upon so that there shall
be no necessity for taking the poll over again,
in case some districts go dry in the first in-
stance. If we are going to base our argu-
ments on that, they will not hold good for a
minute, heeause those who are interested in
the liquor trade will not be prevented from en-
deavouring to take a poll as to whether the
trade should be veinstated. It does not mat-
ter what the majority is. If we are going to
have democratic government in Western Aus-
tralia, questions of this kind referreld to the
people should be decided by a simple ma-
jority of the actual people voting at the
pell.  If the Government want to go further
why do not they introduce compulsory vot-
ing?

Mr. Johnston:
that basis,

Alr. RICHARDSON:
would not bhother me, I ddo uot vare which
way it goes. However, 1 contend that this is
not ‘0 demaueratic measure; therefore 1 trust
that if the Bill reaches Committee, there will
be sufficient members demoeratic enough to
say that the vote shall be decided hy a simple
majority. Practically the whole of the Bill
has been discussed. 1 followed the remarks
of the member for XNorth-East Fremantle
(Hon. W, ¢, Angwin) very carcfully and, in
a pgeneral way, I endorse what he said re-
garding this great question, This Bill has
become so mixed and involved in voTions
ways that it will take days and probably
weeks of work in C'ommittes before it can be
straightencd out, and bhefore a majority of
the members will be ahle to understand pre-
ciscly what it aims at. Therefore, I frust
the Premier will pecept the sngmesation of the
member for Wapin (Mr, Stubbs) and refer
the Rill to a seleet committee or Roval Com-
mivwion with a view to framing a measore

Subiaro wonld he dry on

Possibly, hut that
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to bring about reforms and give satisfaction
to a majority of the people. After travelling
through the whole of Australia. T have come
to the conclusion that the hotels in Western
Australia are as well if not better condueted
than those in the other States, and the same
applies to the clubs, However, it is not a
quextion whether they are well condueted or
otherwise. The guestion which is creating
greatest interest at present is whether the
liquor trade is to be continued or not, Evi-
dently the Government revognise this, because
they ave prepared to take a poll. It ie pos-
gible to bring about many reforms in the
trade. Where a reduction is made and where
prohibition is put on one side, many reforms
which have been indicated by various speak-
ers might be made. But 1 agree with other
members that it is an impossible proposition
to allow a new board to be created—eall it
a reduction board, a licensing bench or what
we will.

Hon. P. Collier: As a matter of faet its
work during the firat three years will be
increasing and not decreasing licenses, be-
cause they will have no money for reduction
purposes.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I agree with the
Leadeér of the Opposition. The member for
Pilbara (Alr. Underwood) remarked the other
night that there were still a few people in
Western Australia who were not yet on a
hoard. Perhaps the Premier has taken this
peint into consideration, and wants to pro-
vifle seats on & board for a few more peo-
ple. T am opposed to the creation of any
new board under this measure, While I
eannot hope that the Bill will be defeated
on the second reading, I intend to vote
against it by way of protest, because I be-
lieve it has been brought down, not with the
idea of instituting any reform, but purely
and simply as means for gaining further
revenue.

Mr. BOYLAND (Kalpoorlie) [1.25]: The
member for Subiace (Mr. Richardson) has
said there i3 mo virtue in the Bill. TFrom
what T have heard, there seems to be a lot
of virtue in it., The measure seems to have
pleased a lot of people. The element who do
nnt want the drink traffic at all are rather
pleased that such high duty is to be placed
upon it. There are publicans who are pleased
regarling the bona fide troveller clause, and
there is another eloment whoe are pleased
because of the proposed conmstitution of a
licenses raduction board. I am toll that,
pencrally spenking, the tepperance party are
highly satisfied with the measure; conse-
yuentty there must he a good deal of virtne
in the Rill

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Did you et a letter
from the temperunce people to-day?

Mr. BOYLAXND: XNo.

fon. W. ', Angwin: T reecived twn sheets
of proposed amendments from them.

Mr. Richardson: Then cvidently there is
ton murh virtue in the Bill.
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Mr. BOYLAND: Anything I say on this
measure 1 say from conviction; I do not
speak for any particular party. I quite agreo
with what the member for Kanowna (Hon.
T. Walker} said. The high ideals of Labour
will be consummated when sobriety i§ prae-
tised by labour. I thoroughly believe in
that. When we look around the community
and at the homes of the people in the higher
social seale who are able to live on a better
standard than the workers, we do not find
a botel near their doors, but wher we go
amongst the workers, we find a hotel in
nearly every street. Why is this so? To
drag them down and keep them down and
get revenue from them; and, as a worker,
who has lived amopgst workers, I most
strongly object to this kind of thing.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: This Bill will re-
sult in putting more in.

Mr. BOYLAND: It will be put on to the
workers in this way: If they consyme liquer
to a greater extent than other sections of
the eommunity, they will have to pay to a
greater extent.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I mean that this Bill
will result in putting more hotels among
them.

Mr. BOYLAND: That is so0. .

Mr. Davies: Where do you get that from?

Mr. BOYLAND: From Clause 39; resi-
dents may apply by petition and the number
of licenses may be increased. A good deal
has been said sbout the poor miner coming
off shift and -wanting his pot of beer. A
strong healthy man  coming off shift ean
stand that pot of beer, but when miners’
complaint begins to affeet that man, and
he still takes his pot of beer, it is
merely helping bim to find an earlier grave.
I speak with authority, for I can say that
every medical man whom I have hgd to con-
sult during my illnesses laid down as one
of the first essentials that I should not touch
the accurged drink, hecause it plays up =o
severely with the constitution of a man whose
health is on the decline. On the goldfields,
especially during war, we found that the
eflicieney of the men cngaged in the mining
industry was impaired as a result of drink,
and as late as to-day 1 heard of men who
were fond of their glass of whisky and
goda and had voted for prohibition owing
to the ineffiviency produced by the con-
sumption of aleohol. We had in the
Giwalia district a wmine which was just
about closerd down. The company threatemed
to close down for some period if the State
hotel was not better controlled. That proves
the want of efficiency, and that it was caused
through the liquor traffie. My distriet voted
for continuance, One hax to consider that
element in the vote which was pat before the
peeple, [ do not say it was a demoeratie
vote, but one has to consider the majority of
the electérs who vote. I am out to do that
which democracy says shonld be done. Sp
far gs the three-fifths majority vote is econ-
cvrned, during the election campaign in Kal-
goorlic T stated that as a democrat I was

. ers.
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thoroughly oppesed to that system. We are
elected to this House on a simple majority
vote, We should, therefore, carry out this
prineiple in respect to other things. It is
provided in the Bill that the manner of vot-
ing shall be gimilar to that followed in the
election of members to serve in the Legisla-
tive Assembly. In another part of the Bill
it provides that a bare majority of residents
can present a petition to have an hotel or
club license granted. I do not understand
the amomaly in Clause 39. Why should a
three-fifths majority be required for the clos-
ing down of hotels? It is not democratic,
anil should not appear in the Bill. I believe
in compensation. By previons Acts and by
this Bill we are countenancing the liguor
traffic, If the majority of the people say
they will have if, they shall get it so far as
I am concerned. As a demoerat, I must go
with the majority of the people. Those who
enter inte the business and are put out of
it by the vote of the people should be com-
pensated for their loss, for the reason that
the trade has béen countenanced by the Gov-
ernment. With respect to the closing hours,
opinions are rather mixed in my distriet.
Some people want the hours from 9 till 11
and others from 9 to 9. Much depends on
the conditions concerning the particular busi-
ness, The & to 8 closing house would be pref-
erable to the majority of the licensees on the
Eastern Goldfields. Most of them have to
run their business with the help of their fami-
lies, and find those hours quite long enongh
for them. Medical men have teld me that
the lexs T have to (lo with drink, the better
it will he for nie and the lenger I will live.
1 have seen men go down within a few months
and dic bhecause they have been heavy drink-
They would have their pots when they
were ill. An%llustration of this was afforded
ta ns the other might by the member for
Kanowna (IMen, T. Walker)., Tt is no good
members saying that a siner should |lhave
his pot of becr, He ean have thousands of
pots if he likes, but the drink will do him
na good unmless he i3 strong enoughi to stand
up to it. If he is ailing it will have a bad
effeet upon him, This is a Committee Bill,
and no doubt will be torn to' picees when it
rearhes that stage. In the meantime T in-
tend to support the second reading.

Mr. SAMPSON (8wan) [1.35]: The 8 per
eont, which it is proposed to charge to the
trale is unreasgnably high, especially when
we remember that added to this there will be
1 per cent. for compensation. This will make
it increasingly diffienlt for licensed houses to
be conducted on good limes. T am pleased to
see that provision is being made for n license
reduction hoard. This ix a step in the right
direction, and will do more towards advane-
thg the principles of temperance than any-
thing else in the Rill Local option has
proved a failure. As we know, the result of
the vote is that hotels in ouflving districts
are heing closed, and those in more closely
gettled ecentrrs are remaining open, There
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have been no reductions in eongested areas.
The clause which will have the effect of

doing away with hona-fide travellers may
be necessary so far as Perth, Fremantle
and perhaps other closely  settled  eontres

are concerned, but it will ereate a hardship
in many country distriets. A traveller pro-
ceeding either to Yerk, or Northam, for in-
stanee, should reasonably expest to he able
tn obtain zome refreshments when he pets
there. TUnder the Bill, unless he becomes a
lodger, he cannot obtain such refreshment,
No evil can arise if foe.l and Jdrink are taken
in moderation. A lodger can have drink with
his meals, and if a traveller becomes a lodper
and is registered, he may also obtain a drink,
Doctors assert that there iz just as much in-
jnry cansed to the human system hy over-
cating as by cxcessive drinking. I do not
snggest there should be excessive drinking.
The wise man is he who sips at the pleasures
ol life, and exercises temperance in all things,
Under local option there is no provision with
1egard to giving the local wine growers
the right to buy and sell wine and spirits
tfor maturing and blending purposes in
those districts where local option is carried.
Tf provision (s not made along these
lines the industry concerned will be in dan-
per of dying out.  The loeal wine making
industry is an impertant ome.  There is
another phase of the matter whichk has
been overlooked. A charge of 8 per cent,
is to be made on purchases of wines and
apirits for blending, and this has again io
be paid by the puarehaser when it is
added to the wine sold to the consumer.
I do not know how the difficulty regarding
hona fide travellers is to be got over, but
undeubtedly one duty which we owe to the
people, and particolarly the country resi-
dents and those who travel in®the country,
ig to provide something in this respeet, be-
cause the cutting out of the bona fide sec-
tion will impese a hardship upon the two
classes I have mentioned; and they, in
effect, mean practically the whole of the
community. I shall vote for the second
reading.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) {1-41 am.]: At
this early hour of the morning I shall not detain
the House very long, but I cannot let the second
reading go without entering my protest against
the introduction of so important a measure a3
this, either by the present Government or any
other Government, within eight daye of the
close of the session. I nakeﬁne Premier, is it
fair to call upon hon. membera to consider the
Bill at this stage of the session ¢ At least »
week will be required by this House to deal with
the measure. I do not say that because I have
any intention of stone-walling it. But even
if half the members of this House never opened
their mouths while the Bill was in Committee,
it could not get to another place earlier than
this dey week. Then the other place would
have to manage the first reading, the second
reading, the Committee atage, and the third
resding within two days. By such methods
good legislation cmumot be produced. De-

. divergencies.
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putations with reference to the licensing law
of the country waited upon the Government
weeks before Parliement met for this session,
and I want to know why the (Government have
held back the Bill to this late stage, I cannot
assign any genuine reason for the delay, except
that it is due to pure neglect. And now the
Government call upon members to pass the
Bill without our having time to consider it, and
without the people having time to realise what
the Bill, if passed, will mean to them. A good
deal hay been said about the Vietorian legislation
of which this Bill is stated to be & copy. I have
read the Bill right through twice or thrice, in
additicn to going through it once side by side
with the principal Act in order to discover the
While I admit that several clauses
of the Bill are like those of the Victorian measure,
the principles of the Victorian Act are not to be
found in this Bill at all. My honest opinion is
many members are under & misconception re-
garding the real nature of the Victorian measure.
I have heard hon. members here say that the
reduction board of Victoria have done splendid
work, inasmuch as they have reduced the number
of licenses in small aress, where they are not
required. But that statement is incorrect.

Mr, Davies : It was published in the Press.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not care what waa pub-
lished in the Press. A member of the Victorian
board was in Western Australia within the last
three months, and I had the pleasure of & couple
of hours’ convergation with that gentleman,
He told me that the Victorian system waa
out of date, and now absolutely useless,
for the simple reason that at the last general
election the Victorian people voted for cou-
tinuance. Thus the board cannot reduce the
number of hotels by even one. In a portion of
Melbourne which is called the slum ares, I
suppose because membere of the working classes
reside there, not one license has been taken
away. The Victorian people had the opportunity
of voting either continuance, or reduction, or
abolition; and they voted for continuance.
The Victorian system is an abaolute farce and
failure. Iet me give an illustration: In one
licensing district there were only two hotels, and
these were the two finest country hotels in the
entire State of Victoris. They were admitted
by the licensing bench to be two of the best con-
ducted hotels in Victoris. On the other hand,
in the city of Melbourne, there are numerous
little hotels built 40 or 50 years ago, and by no
means complying with the conditions of the
licensing law of modern days. But there they
are, with their licenses ; and the people voted
continuance, and so these hotela have to remain,
But that Victorian country district with the
two palatial hotels voted * no license,” and
those two hotels had to be closed. The present
Vietorian system means that there may be four
different atmospheres in Bourke-street, Mel-
bourne: dry on one side, and wet on the other
side, in Bourke-street east; and wet on one
side, and dry on the other side, in Bourke-street
west. Under the Victorian Act, conditions
are much worse than those now prevafling here.

Mr. Davies: Do you know how many hotols
the Victorian board {nw closed in Melbourne ?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes; 330. Does the hon.
member know how many hotels they have closed
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in Port Melbowrne ? They have closed none
there, because Port Melbourne voted continuance.

Mr. Davies: The board have closed 900 odd
hotels, :

Mr. MUKSIE: They closed them where it
was not necessary to close them.

Mr. Davies: Do you contend that the board
ought to be supreme over the people ?

Mr. MUNSIE: Either there is no necessity
for & board such as this Bill proposes to create,
or there is no necessity for a board in a State
like Victoria, the licensing distriets in which
consist of small areas. We must either have
the board and give them power, or Jet the people
have that power themselves. Even with the
provisions as they stand now, the hoard could
only close about 80 per cent. of the hotels. If
they had full jurisdiction, they could do much
better work than under the Victorian system,
I mention this fact because so many hon. mem-
bers have lauded the Government for introducing
the system in Western Australia and copying
that of Victoria. If I had the opportunity
of deciding between the Victorian system or that
which operates to-day in Western Australia,
I would prefer our system, in the interests of the
people themselves. Under the Bill the Govern-
ment propose to create a board. That board
cannot do anything but increase licenses for
three years.

Mr. Davies: XNo; the Bill says the board
cannot increase the number of licenses where
the people voted for reduction or no license.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, T admit that, but how
many districts around the metropolitan area are
affected 7 The Leederville, ('anning, and Clare-
mont licensing districts voted for reduction.
Continuance was favoured in every other licensing
district in the metropolitan suburban area.
It must be remembered that the greater portion
of Lecderville is not included in the Leederville
licensing district, but iv included in the Subiaco-
Leederville district who voted for continuance.
To that extent, the board cannot reduce licenses
there within three years, but have only power
to increase them.

Mr. Johnston :
ried.

Mr. MUNSIE: And the people cannot vote
on that question for another three years. Thus,
the only right we are giving the bosrd under
the Bill is as I suggest. The pcople are only to
have the right to vote on one guestion. We are
not to give them the right to vote for con.
tinuance or reduction, but on the cne question
of no license,

Mr. Davies: You are wrong there again.
If the people do not vote no-license, they vote
continuance.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is so, but under the
present conditions they can vote reduction and
still have the licenses increased.

Hon. P. Collier: The people can vofe con-
tinuance and the board can reduce.

Mr. MUXSIE : Of course they can,

Hon. P. Collier : The board can shut up every
license in the district, although the people have
voted continuance..

Mr. MUNBIE: The whole Bill wents re.
drafting. The Premier mey laugh, but that
is the position, -

The Minister for Apriculture : They wont the
Bill in Kalgoorlie. e

Unless “'no license™ were car-

Mr. MUNSIE: Why ?

The Minister for Agriculture :
pensation.

Mr. MUXSIE : Of course.

Mr. Heron: In any case, they do not wans it
there.

Mr. MUNSIE: They want compensation
although they have had the ten years' provision
in existence ! Tt has been stated that the people
voted for continuance in order to get greater
reduction, but I cannot understand how that
argument can be advanced.

Mr. Davies: They may have a good ex-
planation.

Mr. MUNSIE: Reference has been made to
the revenue to be obtained wnder the Bill. If
we give the Premier the whole of his antici-
pations in that connection, he will only get
£17,000 per annum on account of the one per
cent. payment to the compensation fund. The
whole of the expenses of the board constitute
the first charge upon the fund. The Premier
anticipates that those charges will not amount
to more than £3,000. I think the Premier is as
far out in that estimate, as he is regarding his
estimate of what he will get in the apgpregate
from the Bill. As time goes on, he will naturally
get less and less. Admitting the expenses will
only reach £3,000, however, that leaves £14,000
on account of the one per cent. payment.
Leaving Kalgoorlie and Boulder out of the
question altogether, how many hotels will that
amount provide for? If that amount were to
be applied in the Kalgoorlie and Boulder dis-
triets, £14,000 would compensate for the closing
of a considerable number of hotels there. Taking
the metropolitan suburban area, however, how
many hotels would that amount cover? Tt
wounld not provide for more than fwo or three
hotels.

Hon. P, Collier: They will be as much
entitled to it as the licensees whose premises
may be shut up next Mareh.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is 26. I have not heard
any hon, member referring to the Victorien
system draw attention to the fact that at the
outset of the system in that State the Govemn-
ment provided a lump sum to inaugurate the
system. By that means, the reduction board
had money to work upon from the very outset.

Hon. P. Collier: Could we apply our deficit in
that direction ?

Mr. MUNSBIE: That would not be a bad
scheme. The Victorian Government provided
that fund from' either Consolidated Revenue or
loan moneys.

Mr. Davies: You do not advocate that in
connection with this Bill ?

Mr, MUNSIE: No. In addition to that, the
“Victorian Government gave the board all the
fines and fees coliected in connection with the
liquor trade.

Mr, Mann: They do not do that now.

Mr. MUNSIE: No, but they did se at the
start, Then hou. members get up and praise
the Government for jntroducing the Victorian
system, when in fact it is being done only in
naae, and nothimf)can be effected for three years

Mr. Davies: istant fields look greenmest.

Mr., MUNSIE: That is so. It is an
anomaly to call the board a licenses redue-
tion board when, as a matter of fact, all
that the board can de for the next three

To get com-
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years will be to increase licenses. They
cannot reduce licenses, beeause they have
no money with which to pay compensation,
I am not too keen on monetary compensa-
tion, For the nine years I have been in
P'arliament I have been a strong believer
in time compensation,

Mr. Mann: It is never too late to mend.

Mr. MUNSIE: In my opinion it is a
great pity compensation was not introduced
10 years age, when the Licensing Act was
passed. If the Bill gets into Committee I
bhope it will be possible to reduce the
standard of liquor, which in this State is
much toe high. In England to-day the
standard is 35 per c¢ent. under proof,
whereas we insist upon 25 per cent. A man
ir the trade has told me that no genuine
business man with any respect for himself
or his business would go below 2215 per
cent. under proof, notwithstanding which
the law says it must be 25 per c¢ent, under
rroof and no further. I hope the Com-
mittee will be able to devise some means to
reduce the strength of the liquor consumed
in Weatern Australia,

Mr. Jobnsion: Tt is 35 per cent. under
proof in South Australia.

Mr., MUNSIE: Yes, but there are con-
ditions attached, .

Mr. Mann: In South Australia it is the
same as in England, namely 35 per cent.
unier proof,

Mr. MUNSIE: I realise the possibility of
many of the whisky firmg objecting to a
reduction of the standard in Western Aus-
tralia. However, their objection wonid
make for the benefit of the people. There
are one or two good provisions in the Bill.
The best is that dealing with clubs, which
I think ought to be brought under the comn-
ditions governing hotels. Men say “It is
all very wall proposing that clubs shall be
brought under the conditions relating to
hotels, but what is a single man to do, the
man who has no home?’’ In my opinionm,
if we were to abolish clubs there would be
fewer single men in Western Australia.

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, hear!

Mr. MUNSIE: Aud that would be a very
good thing for the State. T hold no brief
for the able-bodied single man., We have
in this State plenty of young women
capable of hecoming the finest wives and
mothers in the world. I have no time for
the young man who remains single. Let
him get married and, if possible, rear a
family.

Mr. Johnston: It is not always the single
man's fault.

Mra. Cowan: Yes, it is.

Mr, MUNSIE: In 99 cases of every 100
it is. FEitber the man himszelf is too mean
to keep a wife, or he is too bashful to pro-
pose to a maid, In seme cases of course, he
is too bad a character for any woman to
aceept. i

Ar, SPEAKER: I do not know that this
h:s anything to do with the Bill

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. MUNSIE: No, other thanm it relates
to single men congregating in clubs.

Mr, Johnston: Of the three c¢lasses you
mention, I should prefer to be among the
bashfol.

Mr. MUNSIE: I can assure the hon.
member that I do not ¢lass him with the
bashful men. We can do more with this
Bill in Committee than on the seeond read-
ing. I hopc the Bill will not bLecome law
during this session.

Mr. Mann: Why put off the evil day?

Mr. MUNSIE: Because we shall have an
altogether betier measure introduced next
time. I do not think it possible to make a
good Bill of this one, even in Committea.
It is not really a reform Bill; it is purely
a Bill for the purpose of raising extra
revenue. There again, I want to enter a
protest against a proposal to tax the excise
and import duty on the liquor, as well as
the liquor itself. That is entirely unnfair.
The Swan Brewery charges £4 12s, for a
hogshead of beer. Added to that is the
duty of £4 11s.,, or a total of £0 3s. The
Premicr proposes to collect 8 per cent. on
the £9 3s.

. Mr. Boyland: That is why some people
like the Bill .

Mr., MUNSIE: Some of the temperance
people would like the Bill for that reason,
because if it boeame law, instead of the
Premier deriving £110,000 extra revenue from
it, he would scarcely get 110,000 shillings.
I say this because we may raise the price of
a Juxury to sneh a figure that people will not
buy it, and I take it that no one will argue
that drink is not, to an extent, 3 luxury, If
this 9 per cent. is added, the price will be
increased, and I believe that less drink will
then be consumed. This probably will be a
good thing for the communmity. T endorse
the remarks of the member for Kanowna. 1
am not a wowser; I have a drink when I
feel so inclined and 1T know when to atop,
but in the interests of the working class peo-
ple, not only in this State but the world
over, it would be a Godsend if drink were
cut out altogether. I oppose the second read-
ing.

Mr. HARRISON (Aven) [2.11]: I sup-
port the Bill.

Mr, MOXEY (Bunbury) [2.32]: One ean-
not fail to feel rather perturbed when con-
templating the volume of work which this
House will be ecalled upon to do hefore
Christmas, We are now dealing with a Bill
to amend an Act containing over 200 gee-
tions, and we have to counsider nmumerous
amendments to that amending Bill. This
Bill vontaing no fewer than 74 ¢lauses hear-
ing on o contentions subjeet whieh, when it
was before the House in 1911, occupied mem-
bers’ attention for some four or five weeks,

Mr. Munsie: The Licensing Bill and the
Redistribution of Seats Bill on that occasign
occupied over three months,
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Mr. MONEY: Realising the impossibility
of giving full consideration before Christmas
to a subject embracing 15 or 1§ different
lieenscs, I suggest that the Bill be reduced to
two clauses, Oue of these should provide
to reduce the standard of liquor, and thereby
reduce the drinking propensities of the com-
munity, because the very Object of liquor
legislation and reform is to reduce intoxi-
eation among the people. Therefore, if we
reduce the standard of liquor, as has been
done elsewhere, the outcome will be a more
temperate people. The second object of the
Bill is to raise revenue. In this House a
dozen methods have been suggested as to
what should be done, as te who is to pay and
" how much should be paid. I would balance
the standard of liquor with the revenue re-
quired. As the standard of liguor was re-
duced, say from 25 to 35, T would impose
on the profits a tax and make the two equal
I think it is impossible to deal with the
measure this session, and I suggest that the
Bill be reduced to two clauses in the way
I have indieated.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownbill-Ivanhoe) [2.14]:
I intend to vote against the second reading
of the Bill. I regard it as a taxatien meas-
ure and, as such, I object ta it, because there
are other ways in which the Premier could
have raised additional revenue. In the Closer
Settlement Bill the FPremier could have
provided for the taxation of wunimproved
land values as means of raising revenune. It
ja propnsed to impose taxation of 8 per gent.
on the whole of the purchases. When
£600,000 represents taxation by the Federal
authorities, it is absolutely wrong that this
amount which goes to the Commonwealth
Treasury should be taxed a second time. So
long as the profits from the liquor traffic
are paid into general revenue, we shall al-
ways be faced with the present position. I
would support a measure providing that all
profits from the liquor traffic be set apart
for a specific purpose, instead of being paid
into Consolidated Revenue as now. The de-
sire for profits from the liquor consumed
on the railway dining ears is probably re-
sponsible for much of the bad management
of these cars. There was an attempt to set
the Perth section against the. Kalgoorlie sec-
tion, and I was informed that on one ocea-
gion the profit ~vas over 300 per cent. It is
wrong that this should he so, and the wrong
wiil continue so long as the profits are paid
into general revenue instead of being ear-
marked for a particular purpese, thus pre-
venting the Government from profiteering
even more than business people. In a State
like Western Australia, the liquor question
is largely a geographical question. What
may suit the metropolitan area or the South-
West may not be suitable at Wyndham or
on the goldfields. What may suit one particu-
lar section of the community may not suit the
whole of the community. Special attention
should be devoted to the class of liquor sup-
plied. It has been said—I cannot vouch for
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the truth of the statement—that a brewery
in this State advertised for a brewer, who,
after making inquiries, refused to take the
appointment, remarking ‘‘What you want is
a chemist, not a brewer.'’

Mr. Sampsen: Which brewery was that?

Mr. LUTEY: I am not mentioning the
name. Sometime ago the liquor manufactured
in this State compared meore than favourably
with that manufactured in the Eastern States.
The fact of this measure being brought be-
fore the House at suech a late period of the
session reminds one of the old saying that the
sting of the scorpion is in the tail. There is
# bad sting in this tail-end of the session
legislation, and I only wish I could say some-
thing sufficiently stinging to cause the Pre-
mier to withdraw the Bill. If this were
doune, much fuller consideration could be given
to this important question than will be pos-
sible at this stage of the session. Unlike the
Leader of the Country Party, who contented
himself by merely stating that he supported
the Bill, I thought it advisable to express my
views a little more fully.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .o o oo 22
Noes . .. .. 13
Majority for ‘e . 9
AYES.
Mr, Angelo | Mr. Mann
Mr. Boyland Sir James Mitehell
Mr, Broun Mr. Monoy
Mr. Carter Mr. Pickeriog
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Plesge
Mr, Davles Mr. Sampson
Mr, Durack Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Gibson Mr., Stubbas
Mr. Harrison | Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott |  Mr, Mullany
Mt. Johnston i (Teller.)
Mr, H. K. Maley {
Noges.
Mr. Angwin I Mr. Munsle
Mr. Chesson Mr. Richardson
Mr. Colller Mr. J. M, Smith
Mr. Corbey Mr. Troy
Mr. Heron Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lutey Mr. Willecock
Mr. McCallum {Teller.)
PAIRS,
Mr. Denton Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. George Mr, Underwood
Mr. A. Thomson Mr. Lambert

Question thus passe(i.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 2.94 am. (Thursday).




